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Cover Photo: SEA FLORA, a manmade biological tool, conducts vital activities.

It comprises a dense growth portion and a decaying portion which collapses gradually.
It lives together with various fishes actively swimming in the same space.
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Organized Creative Power
Kazuo Tanaka
President/CEQO, GK Design Group

It was in 1952 that the Group of Koike was founded. The mayor of
Chiyoda city in Tokyo at that time approached Iwataro Koike, associ-
ate professor of the University of the Arts with a request to propose a
design for the Tokyo Station Plaza Project. Koike asked architect
Ryoichi Fukuda, to be a member of the team while asking his stu-
dents to join. Four students, Harutsugu Ito, Shinji Iwasaki, Kenji
Ekuan and Kenichi Shibata became team members, who later would
establish the GK Industrial Design Associates. The proposed design
was a unique futuristic traffic plaza with a spatial structure featuring
a double loop form. Unfortunately, the proposal was not accepted,
but, the idea influenced the front design of Shinjuku Station West
Gate some years afterwards. The design for the Tokyo Station Plaza
was submitted in the name of GK (Group of Koike).

In the following years, team GK won awards in the Mainichi Indus-
trial Design Competition in consecutive years, which was the most au-
thoritative design competition in those days. The Team GK founded
the GK Industrial Design Associates as a design firm making use of
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prize money obtained in the competition. It developed as a compre-
hensive industrial design office covering urban spatial design and
package design besides industrial products. Team activities promoted
organized creative power, and it developed to be the largest indepen-
dent design company in the world in the 1980s. In this process, GK
developed the “Corona Plan” likening it to the solar corona whereby
individual design sectors become independent light emitting firms
around the central entity which is placed in shadow. The system has
led to the present style of GK Design Group Holdings with 12 affiliat-
ed firms, five specializing firms in Tokyo in addition to the GK Design
Group as the Holdings, two comprehensive design firms in Kyoto and
Hiroshima, and four overseas design firms.

The GK Design Group has been responding to diverse needs from so-
ciety in a comprehensive way while respecting the specialty of every
member firm and at the same time studying together. In addition to
four domains dealing with concrete design works, namely Product
Design covering household items and industrial machinery, Mobility
Design for personal and public use, Environmental Design for street
furniture and urban landscapes, and Communication Design for pack-
ages and signage, as well there are two more domains, Design Strate-
gy engaged in upstream plans based on humans and Design Engineer-
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ing specializing in interaction and prototyping. While designers in
these six domains are enhancing their specialization, they organize an
organic collaboration system in order to respond to various challeng-
es. They not only cooperate in pursuing projects assigned to member
firms, but also conduct collaborative research on themes looking
ahead at social trends. GK’s organized creative power as a creative in-
dustry has led it to produce total designs and brand creations.

As I was a student, Iwataro Koike said that it would no longer be ap-
propriate to produce things alone by one person. Behind his words,
there may have been his experience supervising GK designs as an advi-
sor. Kenji Ekuan said that our living was a total activity. He also
said that GK had not become a comprehensive design firm purposely
aiming for multiplicity, but it had become so as a result of dealing
with people’s living. Inheriting these genes, GK is building the future
as a comprehensive design office with over 70 years of presence.

Kazuo Tanaka
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Feature: Organized Creative Power of
the GK Design Goup
Troupe Dolphin

Toshikazu Yanaka

Members of the GK Group somehow have
the nature of dolphins. At a time, a dolphin
may seem to swim alone in the vast ocean,
but it soon joins a group. The group looks
like idyllic travelling entertainers not like a
sensation of tension of killer whales, a
so-called gang. While looking at a group
being amazed by many talents in the group,
and then a dolphin starts swimming alone
like a lofty lonesome dolphin.

I hear that their sound waves support dol-
phins’ meeting and parting. They can com-
municate with one another accurately as far
as several tens of kilometers. Certainly, I
often feel the same phenomenon occurring
in GK. The 12 member firms are located

6 GKReport No.47

MR B AEEY Y T R— VAL,
A7 v DBWAL E+HEH A, GKTH
FEET, fEicZxbneTh R Inb %
EHICIRRT O, ENEROIE O
i, R TIIETERVWRREL SIE> T
HZ LB DR LN T EIREEDOH
HETHLMNTR>TE T,
LLR—MZBNWTEEILRBL T L —
TaZRIEBEERAI ELIEDIZ, Zo
Lol LB itk e R o e A E I E
BHloTWkEL Z e, XY IEOGK~
OBYRZIRT Z L ITORBBDTIERVD
LBoTnZ LThH B,

ok B

KBD T EGKT ¥ A VRBHR RO 2 v
NN RIERETHEE L Tz, Lad
B OFRE L~ TH D, BRI -
T2 EIEL S FHICEfFET 2 0id, %
Ha BRI okdt THhD. W Tl
L CHiE, Bl o3 < AR
RO eIz, T8, 2R, R AR
MEE TN ERLHRY, HotoRfE#H
SNALHET2GICBE L, 220
TR, AN TimEBL TR &, ik

nearly or afar, but signals are transmitted un-
expectedly from somewhere. Members
always identify these signals, or send signals
themselves and find their relative positions.
Dolphins look alike but each one is good at
something, some at turning in a jump, turn-
ing a ball, and some driving sardines. They
are not taught to be such experts. A recent
research study proved that they learn these
skills while they are swimming alone experi-
encing a lot of things which cannot be taken
while they are moving in a group. It is true
of GK members.

I narrowed the theme of this report to
group collaboration by citing following ac-
tivities as I believe GK will be better under-
stood by focusing on its bilateral character
of individual and group orientations.

Okinoerabu
I noticed that the members of GK Design
Soken Hiroshima were working on Okinoer-
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abu Island, and that they were working to-
gether with high school students there. It is
often after an activity is finished that we
come to understand what was happening in
detail. Looking over it, the members were
participating in the place where the local
government, academic agencies, and private
business corporations offered their wisdom
and efforts to work with coming generations
in order to overcome social issues to be
solved. If seen through the dolphin theory,
it is more understandable that a signal to
gather was received from Okinoerabu. Even
if the signal was short, it is easy to guess
who and when the signal was sent. It is
hard to explain, but we are somehow living
in the ocean as such.

COCORO Hospital Kusatsu

We do not hide what we are doing while
being alone. But we do not disclose what we
are doing to other people either. We happen
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top: Joint government-academia-private sector research activity conducted on Okinoerabu Island. Members from GK
Dynamics and GK Design Soken Hiroshima organized workshops together with high school students on the land to
practically implement a decarbonized local mobility system at near the limestone cave, a major tourist attraction of the island.
pp. 10 —15 The Style of Harmony of Okinoerabu Island

bottom: Re-branding of Cocoro Hospital Kusatsu in Hiroshima city. Designers interested in medical and social welfare
services from GK Design Soken Hiroshima and GK Graphics were involved in rebranding design considering the relations
between hospital users, staff members and local people.

pp. 16 —21 Rebranding of a Hospitall with a Long History



to know what others are thinking by weak
signals they submit. ...it is not unusual.

The case of Kusatsu Hospital began when
we received a signal that a member who
became interested in medical and social wel-
fare services after working for branding was
trying to obtain related qualifications.

As shown in the article on the hospital,
Kusatsu Hospital planned to construct an
additional building for a psychiatry depart-
ment. In addition to upgrade the image of
the hospital, the team looked deeply into
mental health so that next generation psychi-
atric services would be visualized. Design
should be created by understanding the poli-
cies of the hospital, and appreciating the
thoughts of related persons. This idea was
shared by all concerned. This is a project
combining GK’s experiences as a group and
individual members’ attitudes toward medi-
cal welfare.
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LIFE STREAM

Varied Troupes

It is difficult to describe all the projects due
to limited space, GK has many cases of indi-
vidual-and-group activity.

For example, we have a troupe engaged in
developing products to allow wheelchair
users to go out comfortably on rainy days, a
troupe making use of Al to transcend the
conventional production concept, a troupe
trying to succeed Metabolism philosophy
which GK was once an advocator to the
future, a troupe trying to extend the “com-
munication over drinks after work” to a
younger generation. These are all operated
on a voluntary basis and members can join
or leave freely. Many of their activities do
no lead to design orders, but hints or trig-
gers for future projects are often generated.
For example, GK Tech was founded by a PC
fan group. It is no doubt that voluntary mo-
tivation is a driving force of GK as a whole.
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Sea Flora, a subtheme under the independent
research “Into Brackish Waters” by the GK Design
Group commemorating its 70th anniversary. Design-
ers with various specialties from GK Design Soken
Hiroshima, GK Sekkei, GK Dynamics, are consider-
ing a vision for the future on the social problem of
micro plastic in the ocean in cooperation with resear-
chers in universities.

pp. 22—27 “Into Brackish Waters —SEA FLORA

Force Majeure

GK members do not always communicate
with each other. They belong to independ-
ent business companies and play their as-
signed roles. They have a sense of mission
to accomplish their duties as well as pride in
their performances.

Even so, a signal is transmitted from some-
one. Itis not a kind of temptation, but
rather asking or evoking questions. Some
with a strong mind may ignore a question,
but as I see it, most cannot resist and assem-
ble at the source of a question, considering
that it may lead to a new discovery, that it
may have a positive effect on the project
they are involved in, that one’s skill ob-
tained may help, and so on. The person
who has sent a signal leads the group. The
leader has to know deeply the question, and
show its significance to the group. Experi-
ence and status do not matter to the leader.
To respond to the direction, members’
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morale is increasingly heightened. It cannot
be stopped.

Expanding Troupe Dolphin

It is mostly through on the job training that
skills and knowledge are accumulated. We
are thankful to our clients who offer us high
quality tasks. We can promise that we will
continue to respond to their expectations by
offering products which are better than their
expectations. The reason for disclosing in-
ternal information is that “organization”
pursuing organized creativity that GK aims
for does not have a fixed form, but itis a
unique kind of groupism including the quali-
ty of repeated freely joining and leaving.

Our activities shown in the following pro-
ject articles may be ones that we should ad-
dress without publicly revealing the process.
However, clients and external collaborators
who join our activities are increasing, it may
no longer be appropriate for us to continue
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to take pride in the dolphin theory.
I am expecting signals to be transmitted
from the readers before long.

Toshikazu Yanaka,
President, GK Design Soken Hiroshima
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Feature: Organized Creative Power of
the GK Design Goup

The Style of Harmony of
Okinoerabu Island

Tadashi Inose, Ryosei Meiwa,
Gaku Kajita

Creating the Style of “Harmony”

Okinoerabu Island in the Amami group of is-
lands, south of Kagoshima prefecture, pro-
vides an experimental field for a Zero
Carbon area. As an effort to implement a
decarbonized local mobility system, a test of
a vehicle transportation system is being con-
ducted on the 600-meter-long road between
tourist spot Shoryudo limestone cave (one of
the nine limestone caves in Japan) in Chi-na
town and its parking space. A research and
experiment of the automatic operation
system is underway by the Tokai National
Higher Education and Research System to
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which Nagoya University and Gifu Universi-
ty belong. In the test, the system is to be
loaded on the Green Slow Mobility by
Yamaha Motor Co., Ltd. GK Dynamics re-
ceived an order to design a vehicle for the
system by the government-academia-private
sector collaborative team (Nagoya Universi-
ty COI-NEXT My Mobility Co-creation
base). It assumed that the order would in-
volve a wider design area beyond vehicle
design, and asked GK Design Soken Hiroshi-
ma for participation.

When we received the order, the theme of
the project had been already prepared to be
Harmony to preserve the precious nature of
the island. We proposed that a story be creat-
ed to have people’s mind change to support
Zero Carbon efforts, and build a new rela-
tionship between the local community and
tourists. It meant that by rotating the cycle
of “creation to understanding and to attach-
ment,” harmony would be generated. Then,
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by rotating harmony further, the power for
extension and suspension would be created.
Following this concept, the relation between
the garage of vehicles and its surrounding en-
vironment was noted. Our proposal was ac-
cepted, and the design support framework by
GK members was formed.

Later, students of Kagoshima Prefectural
Okinoerabu High School joined the project
as promotors and bearers of the future of
the island. Here, the team of the govern-
ment, academia and the private sector and
supporting GK members came to implement
the project. We organized workshops at the
project site and online as well to help them
learn the process of building the matters
around the garage into a form considering
how vehicles and the garage should be relat-
ed. We presumed that the words taken up
in this process would be used as keywords in
the students’ presentation at EcoPro 2024 to
be held in December 2024. In parallel, the



11

GKOER LTex =27 v F () LBH o 252 K5
Lier—~A4 5 A (FH). BlEAE2SIERS G
MIoEMMEEIZZ 5.

Key sketch prepared by GK (left) and the Theme Illus-
tration expressing the whole activities (right). Mean-
ing of “harmony” from a vehicle is conveyed.
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left: Design Perspective right: Cycle to Harmony
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concept for a vehicle running on the public

road was also extracted from words by stu-
dents, after which GK members were en-
gaged in vehicle design and construction as
well as managerial works.

GK Group Members Taking Advantage of
Locality and Specialty
The GK Design Group employs 12 design
firms both at home and overseas. As a
group, we pursue the essential value of
design, and we are engaged in designing
while exploring relationships between tools
and humans. Members in the group under-
stand and share this philosophy and ex-
change ideas among them. In particular,
GK Kyoto and GK Design Soken Hiroshima
are good at various design activities based
on their local characters.

GK Dynamics is good at finding the pleas-
ure through mobility-related designs, draw-
ing a story leading to a goal and a dream,
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and arranging the way to realize the goal.
They have an attitude to elaborately build
up the final product analyzing the reasons
for objects and forms using conventional
methods. GK Design Soken Hiroshima
offers a wide range of designs and excels in
promoting projects by overseeing what is
going on. They cooperate with various cli-
ents and speedily put forth friendly designs
promoting local people’s living style.

For this project, two GK design offices
with different scales based in different loca-
tions worked together, but because of the
GK philosophy as mentioned above, design-
ers specializing in product design took part
in the project. They cooperated well taking
advantage of their talents without feeling
any barriers. In order to collect practical in-
formation on the island life, and to commu-
nicate with high school students keen on cur-
rent trends, a member who had some connec-
tion with the island and a young member
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who was well versed in trends were appoint-
ed. They moved around the island to discov-
er something interesting, and facilitated
workshops for high school students to help
them put forward keywords. Young as they
were, they were assigned project manage-
ment and vehicle production roles and they
underwent rare occasions of product crea-
tion from the beginning and learning design
process across the various design firms.
Members from different entities discussed
ideas, supported each other and worked to-
gether while reaffirming their own positions
and strong points to quickly upgrade their
creative competence to achieve the goal, and
upon exploring the essentials of the island,
they finally brought forth a concrete design.
That a designer with knowledge on the life
of the island people joined the team proved
GK’s value of human resources. In addition
to the connection among member firms, a
rich pool of talented designers was able to



contribute to creating elaborate and commit-
ted designs when the expression of local
characters was demanded. An approach
such as this will become a strong power to
connect people and society.

Online Direction of “Thinking with hands”
GK Dynamics knows the power of designing
with hands, and for this project, the mem-
bers designed the process of “thinking with
hands.” To help students understand this
method through a hands-on communication
tool, we prepared and sent a diorama of the
site around the garage at 1/100 scale. It was
all blank. Our intention was that students
would discuss what they expect to happen
around the vehicle and garage, and that they
put in their ideas using paper clay on the dio-
rama. We expected that students, through
spending time together, would discover the
true nature and pleasure of living on their
island. As our activities occurred distantly
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and difficulty of communication occurred in
online workshops, we expected the diorama
to promote communication between stu-
dents and us.

To design a vehicle, we proposed that stu-
dents use their hands. It was a little difficult
for them to draw a sketch from the key-
words extracted through workshops in a
short period of time, therefore, we prepared
a vehicle image by collecting parts of our
image sketch. We hoped a key sketch for ve-
hicle production would be created.

The diorama and sketch produced by stu-
dents would be exhibited at EcoPro 2024
and used as a presentation tool as well.

Designers’ Role to Make Others

Feel Secured

Members involved in the project could con-
sider the local area, but could not be in the
same position as local people. However,
members of GK Design Soken Hiroshima
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Exhibits at EcoPro 2024

top: Green Slow Mobility produced on the base
concept developed by high school students. They
modified the 7-seater Green Slow Mobility by
Yamaha Motor Co., Ltd. to guide visitors to
Shoryudo Limestone cave with “excitement.”
Senseof extraordinariness, openness and closeness
were sought.

bottom left: Diorama around the garage created
by high school students. In harmony with nature,
the place can be used as a resting area after explor-
ing the limestone cave, a relaxing place for people,
a playground for children, a disaster evacuation
place and so on. The concept is conveying the

spirit of a tie in nature and relaxing time.

had ample experience in understanding the
sentiment of the local people as they had
worked closely with them. In particular, as
they had deep knowledge about life on the
island, they were able to research the es-
sence of design work by interacting with the
local people.

In the past, Saigo Takamori, a politician
and military leader from the end of the Edo
era toward the beginning of the Meiji era,
was sent to the island in exile. While living
there, he taught many things to the local
people. It has now been found that some-
thing took root among the local people be-
cause of his stay. Being rich in field work ex-
perience, members from GK Design Soken
Hiroshima exchanged conversations with
the local people, shared conversation topics
and various questions and successfully col-
lected information. As a result, the long in-
herited essential practice was discovered
that having visitors enjoy the nature and re-
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laxed time, the island obtains something
very important.

In order to express the future of the
island at EcoPro 2024, students needed to
create new keywords with their own words
to link the essential nature and society of
the island. Based on their findings of the
spirit of mutual help prevailing among
people, they created “Conveying the spirit
of mutual help on the eternal nature and in
a relaxed time.” In making the phrase, the
experience of GK Design Soken Hiroshima
to contact local people with a delicate dis-
tance contributed a lot.

Expanding Vortex of Harmony

Okinoerabu has a population of 1/10,000
of Japan. This environment draws atten-
tion among the academia who conduct vari-
ous research studies on social issues. The
roles of designers in the project were to ex-
plore common values of the local island
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people and research workers and find a
method to manage it, and further, to create
opportunities for local people to think
about the solution to their social issues, and
to encourage people to understand that vari-
ous research studies will lead to the develop-
ment of the island.

As the first step, GK applied its design ap-
proach to consider deeply about people,
taking advantage of members’ understand-
ing of local characters and their specialties.
We discovered one grain of the essential ele-
ment leading to harmony. In order to
achieve the zero-carbon goal, we will keep
this grain, work together with the local gov-
ernment and research entities. We will ex-
plore ways to help people understand that
our activities are valuable research and activ-
ities by encouraging high school students as
promoters and involving local people.
Through our activities, we hope Attachment
to be generated, further, Creation to be excit-
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ed, and Harmony to be conveyed to the
island people and visitors alike.

Finally, we expect that this Okinoerabu
island project will serve as a model to identi-
fy essential values and create a form of har-
mony in other local areas to address their
challenges and build richer societies.

Tadashi Inose,

Design Director, GK Dynamics

Ryosei Meiwa,

Designer, GK Design Soken Hiroshima
Gaku Kajita,

Designer, GK Dynamics
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Feature: Organized Creative Power of
the GK Design Goup

Rebranding of a Hospital

with a Long History

Satoka Takemura,

Makiko Kiyomoto

Koseikai Medical Corporation Kusatsu Hos-
pital (renamed Cocoro Hospital Kusatsu in
August 2024) located in Nishi ward in Hiro-
shima city is a large hospital with a 91-year
history. Centering in Psychiatry, it gives
emergency medicine and outpatient services
as a matter of course. In addition, it has ser-
vice units for daily life consultation, home-vis-
it nursing care, training for daily living skills
and employment support, and helping inpa-
tients rehabilitate after leaving the hospital.
Taking advantage of the construction of
a new hospital ward, it was decided that the
name and logo should be changed in order
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to lower psychological hurdles to visit a psy-
chiatric hospital for consultation, and at the
same time to show the hospital being open
to local people. It is known that people
who have mental trouble or illnesses are hes-
itant and nervous to visit a hospital, and
that they finally visit a hospital when their
conditions have come to be beyond cure.
The director and the staff wanted to change
the name of the hospital with a long-in-
grained image about psychiatry to help
people visit the hospital with a lighter heart.
Thus, the GK Design Group came to sup-
port its rebranding efforts.

Hiroshima and Tokyo Joint Team

The project was conceived to cover a wide
range of design, including symbol logo and
other visual identity (VI) in general, naming,
strategic publicity tools, signage for the
inside and the ground of the hospital, spa-
tial design relating to community develop-
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ment. To promote the project by having ac-
curate communication with locally based
persons, GK Design Soken Hiroshima with
rich experience in spatial design and GK
Graphics with experiences in medical design
and branding design through workshops
were combined. Designers had their own
specialties and a member who had obtained
a medical welfare qualification volunteered
to join the team.

The four-hour distance on a Shinkansen
bullet train between Tokyo and Hiroshima
was shortened because of online tools
spread through the pandemic. Designers
being far away could converse with each
other about the color to be used and so on
like neighboring people. They came to
enjoy distant communication as they devel-
oped good relations, and they deeply shared
sentiment and passion to contribute to the
hospital through design.
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Workshop to attach heart graphics on temporary

structures during hospital construction. Staff

members and hospital users participate to develop
hope for the upcoming hospital. The enclosure
worked as publicity.
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Symbol variation showing unity as a hospital providing general care for different diseases.
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Analyzing What are Important Issues

The project stressed having workshops to
analyze “what is an open hospital to the
what is the image of hospital

» «

community,
as it is today,” and “what are things that em-
ployees cherish in their work.”

The director and staffs from different de-
partments took part in workshops, prepared
by GK Graphics and GK Design Soken Hiro-
shima to discuss the position of the hospital,
ways to interact with patients, and the
future perspectives of psychiatry.

As a task in a workshop, we asked the par-
ticipants to show the relationship between
hospital and patient with a gesture. A
person who played the role of hospital
worker placed his hand on a patient’s shoul-
der half a step behind him. This posture
symbolized the trustworthiness and kindness
of the hospital to support patients kindly
and to always show with a smile that we are
here with patients. Beginning with this, the
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phrase “always near you” was defined as
the motto of the hospital.

Haruyuki Yoshinaga with rich knowledge
and experience in clinical medicine and a spe-
cialist of medical management joined the
project as a producer. The director as hospi-
tal manager, staffs with respective specialties,
and designers put forward their opinions to
accumulate design ideas, and Dr. Yoshinaga
gave accurate advice looking at the big pic-
ture. By repeating the process of discussion,
the quality of design was upgraded. The par-
ticipants can share the feeling that they creat-
ed the name and logo. And this sense of
ownership leads to their positive operation
of the hospital.

The important thing for the hospital iden-
tified through workshops was reflected to
the designs of name, logo and signs. The
hospital name Cocoro (heart) Hospital Kus-
atsu implies “trust us with all your mental
health,” the logo presents two heart marks

DN, ARSI, Aol
BRI 7 A v icRiE iz, JRBED 4
XTIz Z A icBb 22 TIEEETIZL W,
Ew s EnE Z» TICOCORO HOSPI-
TAL KUSATSUJ & W5 &Fric, v i k
EWSOENPS, 200N N—FRESLE
RoltaR LTV v o, £
NENESTIEON— R NZVTIS5T7 14 v
7 EULTIEAL, NEABBIRLE S RET
ERBL T,

YA VRIS EHEE I OWT D, Bl
BRWEREERYZ LB L S, BRRO
RTRYTTI774y 7Bz,
VIGHE PS03 B 5 —H LA vyEe—¥
EEZA TV,

B0WaBSTHA v

TV AL U THKERT I LFELY., 0
TiE, BA ANo@aRBEb2BYTH 2 E
RO FITH LT, FHA 2 BSEER
TEBRZLLIEMTHA 50, T
EFER. b3 SHRERE WY A
YEZILBAAR, Ll BicHis LR
B D BfRME %% X Teipicix, mkio v %

IB227 70 F4 v 7Y R— FT5ZL

softly layered. Different forms of heart
marks were used as sub-graphic guide signs.

While the sense of trustworthiness and
cleanliness were valued for sign system and
spatial designs, a sub-graphic mark is at-
tached to the doors of consulting rooms to
give a linkage to the visual identity (VI).

Design to Convey Hospital Message
It is difficult to cure diseases by designs.
What then can design contribute to medical
and welfare services in which peoples’ lives
are involved? It is of course necessary to
design easy-to-handle medical devices, and
easy-to recognize signs. Considering, howev-
er, the relations between community people
and a hospital, the competence of design is
presented to support the branding of the hos-
pital to give its message.

Hospitals cannot conduct flashy advertise-
ment campaigns like commercial entities.
As they are institutions in which disease and
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top: Waiting Room

Heart sub-graphics are affixed to doors of consult-
ing rooms to show unity with VI plan. They are
also applied to the information board and the
glass boards. Users enjoy looking for heart graph-
ics which add colors to the hospital.

middle: Consulting Room Sign

Two heart graphics are combined in a rectangular
shape as signs. Brand color is used to express
unity with the brand.

bottom left: Lounge for Patients

Spatial design considering the eyesight of patients.
While maintaining safety, the selection and layout
of furniture are considered to avoid patients view-
ing each other.

bottom right: Community Support Center

The project is intended to upgrade the working
environment of staff. In psychiatry, various spe-
cialized staff members work in cooperation to sup-
port patients. Environmental design was required
to promote cooperation and co-creation. Work-
shops and interviews with staff members were
conducted, and studies were made using 3D per-
spectives.
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Key visuals show the important relationship be-
tween the local community and the hospital. Vari-
ous hospital services and service units are connected
with local people. The storehouses of the wholesale
town of Kusatsu, trains and other favorite elements
are included. Each element can be used as a cut il-
lustration for pamphlets and websites.
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death are associated, people tend to enter-
tain an unapproachable image. To encour-
age people to receive appropriate medical
services, it is important to get rid of this psy-
chological barrier. Here is the point where
VI and other designs can play a part. It
does not mean to create a light and clean
image, but means to give beautiful expres-
sions in which staff members cherish as
being important, and communicate the mes-
sage rightly to patients and community
people as a whole.

In addition to logo and visual designs with a
trustworthy impression, spatial design and
product designs to help professional work-
ers, designers sometimes are involved in
event organization to develop relations be-
tween a hospital and local people.

To help medical and welfare service insti-
tutes and local people, GK would like to
convey messages from medical and welfare
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service sites with passion by combining dif-
ferent specialties in our designs.

Satoka Takemura,

Design Director, GK Graphics

Makiko Kiyomoto,

Designer, GK Design Soken Hiroshima

Co-creation: BizDev consulting firm
thephysicfarm Co.,Ltd.
H. Yoshinaga M.D., Ph.D., MBA
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Feature: Organized Creative Power of
the GK Design Goup
Into Brackish Waters— SEA FLORA

Subaru Suzuki

Into Brackish Waters

In 2023, the GK Design Group celebrated
its 70th anniversary. Taking this opportuni-
ty, we members decided upon conducting
an independent research study and publish
the results.

The subject of the study was “into brack-
ish waters.” It is no doubt that diversity
will be a prevailing element in the future.
However, diversity does not mean simply
that different value systems coexist while
maintaining one’s identity or that they easily
mix either. As fresh water mixes with sea
water, a unique ecology of brackish water is
generated, we found the potentiality of rich-
ness when different values continue to co-ex-
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ist drawing graduation in thickness.

The research team was founded by volun-
teers from different member firms, with dif-
ferent specialties, generations and positions.
They set five approaches and five sub-teams
and each of which was assigned to look into
one of them. The results were published
under Activating Human Society: GK De-
sign Group in design magazine AXIS to com-
memorate the 70th anniversary of GK.

Sea Flora was one of the study themes,
and the team consisted of members from GK
Design Soken Hiroshima, majoring in public
transportation designs, GK Sekkei in urban
landscapes and urban management, GK Dy-
namics in motorcycles and other personal ve-
hicles, and GK Tech in bridging technology
and design.

SEA FLORA
Designers have been engaged in creative ac-
tivities for richness in life. When we look at
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the ecology of the earth anew, we find it a
necessity to consider our future where hu-
mans return to the ecological cycle, hence,
Sea Flora.

Looking back at human history, humans
have produced a variety of artifacts through
the agricultural revolution, the industrial rev-
olution, and achieved highly technological
development. As a result, a number of sub-
stances were created which are not return-
able to nature. The substances out of the
ecological cycle often contaminated the envi-
ronment, and brought about an artificial ge-
ological change called the Anthropocene.

Under such circumstances, a joint re-
search team in which Prof. Shosuke Yoshida
of Nara Institute of Science and Technology
participated discovered a microorganism
that decomposes polyethylene terephthalate
(PET) and named it Ideonella sakaiensis
201-F6 variant. This implies that various
man-made polymers that have been consid-
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SEA FLORA main visual image

Absorbing microplastics near the sea surface and metabolize them. The upper portion grows, while the lower portion decays.

Life and death in the ecology are depicted.
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top: Growth of SEA FLORA seeds

The smallest unit of Sea Flora consists of a frame and
bubble. Microplastics adhered to bubbles are absorbed
in the body, digested, and metabolized to grow.

bottom left: Ideonella sakaiensis 201-F6 variant decom-
posing PET. (photo by Prof. Shosuke Yoshida, environ-
mental microbiology, Nara Institute of Science and Tech-
nology)

bottom right: Dynamic equilibrium

Living things evolve by repeating decomposition and re-
building. In the flow in the environment of dynamic
equilibrium, we find potentiality for sustainability.
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ered to be undecomposable in the natural en-
vironment and to be accumulated forever
are not eternal substances. It gave us a sug-
gestion for building a new cyclical society.

Taking a hint from this research, we con-
ceived Sea Flora. Being an artificial sub-
stance, Sea Flora is a biological tool contain-
ing a microorganic variant to decompose
PET. Living mainly in the sea, Sea Flora ab-
sorbs and decompose PET and microplastics
drifting in the sea, taking a part of them as
nutrition, metabolizing the rest into water
and carbon dioxide (CO2). Being within
the ecological cycle, it acts as a purifier. Lik-
ening its activities to intestinal flora function-
ing to keep the human body in balance, we
gave it the name of Sea Flora.

We conceived Sea Flora, not simply as an
environmental purifying device but as being
a balancer in the ecology by changing itself.
This is similar to the concept of dynamic
equilibrium among living organisms repeat-
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ing metabolism. While recovering the envi-
ronment by decomposing plastics, Sea Flore
itself adapts and progresses as an element of
the ecology. It maintains not static equilibri-
um, but creates a sustainable cycle while ac-
cepting changes.

At this moment, Sea Flora is on a concep-
tual stage to envisage the future. Even so,
practical discussions have been made as to
its image, structure, and formation. We set
the purpose of our research to not aim for
what is realizable with the present-day tech-
nology, but to depart from human-centered
perspectives to contemplate on global ecolo-
gy and circulation.

Cross-border Synergy

“I would like to think about the beauty of
what is vanishing.” In the process of our re-
search, we went through various turning
points. This was an impressive comment.
This clause was uttered by Kizuku Matsuda
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who is designing color, material finish and
graphics (CMFG) for motorcycles at GK
Dynamics when our discussion got stuck.
His words gave an important turning point
in our discussion which tended to focus
from “producing something” to “environmen-
tal concerns.”

“Plastics are like the excreta of humans.”
In the middle of our research when the direc-
tion of our research was clearly set, Manabu
Shimizu was half forced to join as we
needed to have a deeper scientific insight in
designers’ viewpoint. Being strong in engi-
neering and science, he drew a path from the
decomposition of micro-plastics by environ-
mental microorganisms until Sea Flora
would become a biological being. The
whole picture of our research was clearly
structured covering humans, with tools and
plastics as their excreta.

“Sea Flora is like a catalyst to generate dy-
namic equilibrium.” Fumitaka Kochi of GK



Sekkei defined Sea Flora in the large ecologi-
cal equilibrium. Individual elements go
through changes but keep the balance of the
whole. This provided an overview to the re-
search which is linked to GK Sekkei’s view
on the relationship of humans and cities.

“Visualize what is not existent.” The
youngest member Ryosei Meiwa of GK De-
sign Soken Hiroshima continued to visualize
what are without given conditions or previ-
ous examples. By repeating thinking in the
brain and thinking with hands, the quality of
the image of research has been upgraded.

I, Subaru Suzuki of GK Design Soken Hi-
roshima, writing this article for the team
took responsibility for early planning and re-
search direction and management.

What I was conscious of was synergy by
multiplication generated by the interaction of
members with different specialties and charac-
ters. As a means to seek a place where such
interaction occurs, away from daily occupa-
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tions, we organized a camp in a lodging facili-
ty with a working space in the mountains of
Higashi Yoshino, Nara pref. Members took
a leave from their offices in city centers and
assembled in this place rich in nature.

Here, members’ thoughts were intention-
ally diverted from their work, and spent
hours in talking and discussing, often get-
ting off track. In-depth discussions searched
the sense of values referring to the past and
the future instead of the present time.
Drawing pictures on the forms, reasoning,
the structure of the whole system, members
extracted keywords and organized them
into a story. This multiple-layered process
itself was a fruit of synergy by designers
with different specialties.

We visited the research institute where Ide-
onella sakaiensis 201-F6 variant was studied.
We exchanged views from design and scientif-
ic standpoints. We confirmed the reality and
potentiality of our research. We also noticed
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From left:

Manabu Shimizu (GK Tech), skipping one person,
Subaru Suzuki (GK Design Soken Hiroshima), Prof.
Shosuke Yoshida, Fumitaka Kochi (GK Sekkei),
Ryosei Meiwa (GK Design Soken Hiroshima) and
Kizuku Matsuda (GK Dynamics)

that high quality synergy is generated when
boarders cross when different specialties
work together respecting each other. As a
result, the state of brackish water was created.

We also tried to create simply a joyful at-
mosphere. It looked easy but was important
to encourage members to take part in the ac-
tivities which are not assigned and which
would not bear immediate profits.

Freelance Designers’ Group and Research

GK aims to be a group of freelance design-
ers. Unlike inhouse designers, we are almost
freelance designers working for business cor-
porations, local governmental bodies and or-
ganizations, but we want to be free in its
true sense. It does not mean that we do not
respond to the requests of clients but that
we do not have shortsighted ideas on the ob-
jects of design and immediate profits, but
those who have wider perspectives on users,
society, and the environment and who at-
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tempt to search for the essence of design.
These are freelance designers in a true sense.
It is important to offer straight responses
to clients’ orders, but it is also important to
pose questions to given conditions, and to
consider what is ordered from the start. In
order to become such designers, conducting
independent research activities is precious.

System of Revolving

Three Propeller Blades

GK puts up the system of revolving three
propeller blades of “Movement, Business,
and Research.” Movement indicates to
help people understand the function of
design, Business to realize the concept of
the movement and put into practice in socie-
ty, and Research to objectify our activities
and share with others. Every activity is lik-
ened as a blade, and the propelling power
as an organization is generated by revolving
the blades through which we develop

27

LCW5, A—h—EDRENTT VA
VIR EITO A N ATV A F—ieHt L
T, Wb, SEIEhME BHIBRE.
gz UTIAL FA L iEB 2175 &
S5ERTT7Y -5 ATHDHZ LIZHEN
RVH, AR R CHBERIFETH Y
e, U TIKIE:OBEEZFEL S RN E
W5 ZETERL, TS T EREMS
IR 22 R IGE IR IS R B9, Z D5k
2D FIHE AR, BRIER E~H 2T
THEHTIAREEROZ Z B %o 7T
AF=0B BEOT7V—-F L REH 9,

Sl k5 gk, #EriTEEND
DOTIEARV, ZORDHHL RN,
IO G L TR NS A 2 28715
70T A v a b RYIEHR, BT TEER )
ERFOZER. (22 2EX605F
YA F—THED DT, BRI 5 1T
W2 KENZ Lz,

=ZHME

GKTiZ, A —7oH&D—> L LTHE
B e ZREE O RIERM & v
STHMFEEZIEITTWE, FHA 2 ORE
EANAICHFZ D EHONLES), EE oA

mutual relationships.
Sea Flora is now an independent research

project, but we are exploring a sprout to de-

velop into a business. We are hoping that
in the future, the blades will revolve not
into a single direction, but cross the borders

organically to develop autonomous and dy-

namic movements.

Subaru Suzuki,
Senior Director,
GK Design Soken Hiroshima
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Contribution:
Future Living and the World Seen
from IFA in Germany

Yuka Yoshimoto

Whatis IFA?

IFA is a consumer and electronics exhibition
held in Berlin every year. It has a long history
and the event in 2024 marked its 100th anni-
versary. In earlier days, Albert Einstein is
said to have participated.

Compared to a similarly scaled technology
exhibition, Consumer Electric Show (CES) in
the U.S.A., IFA is a more consumer-oriented
exhibition. Visitors can feel the life in the
near future, as products due to be launched in
several years are exhibited. Assuch, it draws
a wide range of visitors, in addition to busi-
ness people, general consumers and You-
Tubers specialized in gadget writing. There
are live performances and other entertaining
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events around the exhibition site to attract
young visitors.

Ivisited IFA 2024, hoping that I might dis-
cover new trends outside Japan in producing
products. The following are my observations
and future expectations.

Outstanding Presence of Chinese

and Korean Manufacturers in Europe
Although being held in Europe, I was over-
whelmed by the outstanding presence of Chi-
nese and Korean manufactures. IFA 2024,
among more than 1,800 exhibitors from 138
countries, nearly half of them were Chinese
manufactures led by Haier. Korean exhibi-
tors like Samsung and LG occupied the larg-
est booths showing their strong presence. In
the field of Al consumer electric apparatuses
which were the main theme of the event, ex-
hibits from the two countries appeared to be
leading others. It was true to the quality of
their products. For example, the kitchen sets

by China’s largest household appliance maker

Midea presented their grade and functions
straightforwardly. At the sight, they seemed
no less attractive in quality than products pre-
sented by European manufacturers.

There were a smaller number of exhibitors
from Japan. Some booths allowed only those
who planned to have a business talk. The
levels of enthusiasm in the consumer electric
market were felt clearly.

Houses with “LOVE”

While looking around the exhibited prod-
ucts, I felt changes in the relationships be-
tween Al and consumers.

With the theme of affectionate intelligence,
LG announced the launch of a mobile AI
device, Smart Hub. With ATl automatic driv-
ing technology, Smart Hub moved effectively
around in the house and responded to human
expressions and voices with its voice and
image recognition functions. Going round in
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aroom with a cute face, it was emotionally
considered and favorably accommodated in
the place where children were playing. From
LG products, the company’s intention was
seen to help AT household electronics pursue
not only efficiency and functionality but sym-
pathy and a linkage with users as part of their
living experience.

Consumers as Players
From many products exhibited in the IFA, I
felt that exhibitors intended not only to up-
grade people’s lives but they appeared to
send a message that people are not only con-
suming products but also active players to
make full use of them in favor of the earth.
For example, Miele of Germany proposed
a trial project of re-manufacturing to use
things for a long time by repairing them. The
company attempted to manufacture their
products with renewal materials without
using any adhesives to help users take com-

29

FHR R A Y RERAT TTFAITRS, Thopd 0B L R/ A E

< — INTERBKRLL, AlOHEEER
MicEVRPEHERLILSBE, FHL A
A=V ORHMERRIC X v A oKL I
LT BENIbDE, Fa— 7oA
A CRPEananBEEs57cH, FHER
WREBRET L DS K <. Ao EEm %
ERLIEBEME >, ZOLGOEEMS
2. AIR B HICHECHERE M &8 kT
20 TEHRL, EFEO—FE L TANE DL
DR RILEE/ROND k5 REREEH
BZ25. LvwHrEHRBERLBEN D,

HEBEPBEHITRD

IFATHERINEL S oBEE. A%k
WEEY XL TEHRITTIERY, &t
AT —APbIE, HEREREHEET 28
Tl HiERICH R S HH & LTl %,
DF YHERA~OTE 2 RNT &, L

5 Ave—VEBRIEL,

BlziE, KA YDOMieleld[) ~==27 7
2 FaTV T (EHEL TR WEM
5)IDRFATAT Y 27 FNERERLT
Wiz, BASHICHAETTRERM 23 2 721
TR, VA I ABERIRD X5
BRlE TS, EREMAEEALR

ponents apart when they need to be repaired.

As manufacturing processes change, de-
signers’ skills and their sense of value also
needs to be changed accordingly.

Through participating in IFA 2024, I real-
ized the power balance in the world of manu-
facturing. Although the speed of progress
varies from one country to another, the
world is searching for an answer to the fun-
damental question of “how we should live.”
It is important for us to broaden our per-
spectives through having direct experiences
and to continue to consider product designs.

Yuka Yoshimoto,
Chief Designer, GK Industrial Design
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20th Anniversary

GK Shanghai

GK Design Shanghai Celebrated its 20th
Anniversary

GK Design Shanghai held a party to celebrate its 20th An-
niversary in Shanghai, China on November 25, 2024. The
venue was MGM Shanghai West Bund, adjacent to the
GK Design Shanghai office, and about 120 design profes-
sionals from both China and Japan, including those from
the public, private, and academic sectors, attended.

Guests of honor included Vice Consul Yuki Imai from
Consulate-General of Japan in Shanghai, China Industrial
Design Association (CIDA) President Liu Ning, Haier Inno-
vation Design Center (QHG) General Manager Wu Jian
and Mr. Takayuki Endo, Vice President of Omron Health-
care (China) Co., Ltd.. In addition, we received congratu-
latory messages from Michio Kinoshita and Yasuo Yokota,
former general managers of GK Design Shanghai.

At the venue, panels and actual products of GK Design
Shanghai and other past design cases of the group were
displayed so that the participants could pick those prod-
ucts in their hands and look closely at them.

Yoshiaki Osada, Director/General Manager of GK Design

Shanghai said: As a member of the GK Design Group, we

will continue to have “Know China, Know Japan” as the cor-
nerstone of our actions, believe that there is no border but

bright future with design. We look forward to your contin-
ued support.
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“Tendo Hot Springs District” Received Grand
Prize in Urban Landscape Award

The “Tendo Hot Springs District,” in which GK Graphics
has long been involved in the design, received the Grand
Prize in the Urban Space category of the 2024 Urban Land-
scape Awards and awarded by the Minister of Land, Infra-
structure, Transport and Tourism in the ceremony.

This project is based on the landscape philosophy devel-
oped about 20 years ago, and GK Graphics worked with
local residents and members of the Hot Springs Coopera-
tive to create a specific landscape. The project was highly
evaluated for its efforts to create a theme-based landscape
for the entire area while highlighting the characteristics of
each facility, as well as for its use of locally produced materials.
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Kazuo Tanaka Selected as Pioneering Visionary
at Sky Design Award 2024

Kazuo Tanaka, President / CEO of GK Design Group was



recognized as one of the Pioneering Visionaries at Sky
Design Award 2024.

The awards aim to recognize outstanding and socially
significant works in the field of architectural spatial design
and are based primarily in Canada, Hong Kong and Japan.
The Pioneering Visionaries are selected individuals who
have made outstanding contributions to the design indus-
try and society, and President Tanaka was recognized for
his many design activities both in Japan and overseas.
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JIDA Design Museum Selection (JIDA)
announced its 26th Selection

The beauty of the streetlamps <unis-Lighting Orchestra-
tion>, for which GK Sekkei and GK Industrial Design par-
ticipated in the design process for Iwasaki Electric, and
their ability to create a variety of lighting environments,
as well as their disaster preparedness and recyclable
manufacturing efforts, were fully evaluated.

GK Kyoto participated in the design of Yamaha Motor's
<F450A> outboard engine. As a flagship outboard
engine, its highly reliable performance and powerful and
sophisticated design based on the evolved concept of
“Absolute Elegance” were highly praised.

For OA Proto Corporation’s <OAO0>, GK Design Soken
Hiroshima was involved from the concept stage, and al-
though it is based on the GYRO CANOPY by Honda
Motor Co., Ltd., it was sublimated into a futuristic design
with a strong individuality to be desired as a personal mo-
bility vehicle, and the effort was highly appreciated.
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GKID/GK Sekkei: Change in the Building Name

The building in which the offices of GK Industrial Design
and GK Sekkei are located has a new name, and the two
companies changed their addresses accordingly. There
is no change in location nor telephone and FAX numbers.
New Address:

Daiwa Place Mejiro 4F 3-37-10 Takada Toshima-ku, Tokyo
171-0033 Japan

GKFH1VIIN—7F
2= Instagram :Z AR

GKTFH A ¥ T I —T DA Instagram P H T > hHY
EBRZHBU. JIL—T7EHOBRHOEHRELH
MR EERHRFEEL TWD,

GK Design Group Has Launched
an Official Instagram Account

GK Design Group now has an official Instagram account

to post the latest activity reports and announcements
from the group companies.
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Project News
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EXCERIA PLUS G2 Portable SSD
KIOXIA Corporation
GK Industrial Design

KIOXIA, a world leader in the research and develop-
ment of flash memory (semiconductor memory), has

achieved high-speed data transfer and portability with

this compact portable SSD. As the amount of data

grows in modern society, the demand for external SSD

for both business and personal use is increasing. Inre-
sponse to this demand, GK Industrial Design devel-
oped the timeless and essential design of this new SSD

based on the concept of “small but high in performance

and quality”.
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KYOTRAM
Keifuku Electric Railroad Co., Ltd.
GK Design Soken Hiroshima

We designed the vehicle and logo for the newly intro-
duced model of Randen (Keifuku Electric Railroad
Arashiyama Line). The exterior design has a rounded

shape inherited from the original trams in Kyoto, and KYOTRAMTE 1 —lc@ht. HrlcEBD
the two-tone color scheme uses a combination of Ran- L BKYOTRAMER Ut RE T, &S
den’s traditional “Kyo-Murasaki” purple and urban O3 —2 b¥itclc FH 1> Uteo

white. The interior color scheme is consistent with the We designed the new Randen logo to match
exterior, but more subdued. The improved seats, stan- the concept of KYOTRAM, the new face of

chion poles that curve inward toward the seats for a Randen, to celebrate its debut.

wider aisle and integrated small dividers, and other fea-
tures create a comfortable interior.
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Branding Design

for Junior High School Textbook
Kyoiku-Shuppan. Co., Ltd.

GK Graphics

GK Graphics collaborated with Kyoiku Shuppan to
design the covers and other branding for their 2025 edi-
tion of junior high school textbooks. We conducted a
workshop for the client to unravel the history of the
company and provided design training. The new design
concept “Window to the Future” was coined in the
workshop and used as the design basis not only for the
textbook covers, but also for the website and other
communication tools.
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Miyajimaguchi Shamoji Square
Hiroshima Prefecture,

Hiroshima Electric Railway Co., Ltd.
GK Sekkei

The square was developed as part of the redevelopment
of the area around the Miyajimaguchi ferry terminal on
the opposite shore of Itsukushima Island in Hiroshima.
The shape of the plaza was designed with the motif of
shamoiji, a traditional local product. Benches and exterior
furniture allow it to be used for a variety of purposes. In
the design process, we considered the spatial connec-
tion with the adjacent terminal, commercial facilities, and
tram platform, striving to connect the flow of people and
eliminate boundaries.
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fitcut CURVE Twiggy capless
PLUS Corporation
GK Graphics

GK Graphics designed the six color variations and pack-
aging for these capless portable scissors that are ready
to use with a single touch. The color scheme, inspired
by trends in sundries and cosmetics, appeals to a wide
range of people regardless of gender or age. The pack-
aging is tag-shaped paper material with handwritten let-
ters to represent friendliness and ease of use.
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Sendai City Science Museum Renewed Exhibition
in the “Science Exploration” Area

Total Media Development Institute Co., Ltd.

GK Tech

For the first complete renovation of the Science Muse-
um'’s permanent exhibition in 30 years, we designed
the experience in the “Science Exploration” area of the
Science and Engineering Section. In the production
phase, GK Tech was responsible for the periodic table
corner, which is the foundation and core of chemistry.
Aiming to create exhibits that provide an enjoyable en-
counter with chemistry, we let visitors experience the
world of atoms and molecules through a variety of
methods, including hands-on devices that can repro-
duce the appearance of real elemental specimens and
molecular atoms, and digital content.
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Dougu-Culture Crossroad
Isao Tezuka, Executive Managing Director

29. Sport Game Judgement and Technology

Various changes have been observed in sports scenes since
technology was introduced. Many types of technology are
utilized in making judgements. In particular, technology visu-
alizes in or out of bounds in tennis, and offside in soccer far
more precisely than human eyesight. Systems to challenge
judges’ decisions are in place in many sports games and match-
es, but tennis matches without a linesman are on the rise.

For artistic gymnastics and figure skating, technical and aes-
thetic performances are scored. It is not easy even for certifi-
cated judges to identify athletes’ swift movements. In artistic
gymnastics, an attempt to record the movements of athletes in
3D data to support judges’ decisions are being promoted.
However, aesthetic criteria are established by humans, which
comprise the essential value of every sport competition.

Fouls in soccer games are rarely determined mechanically.

While considering the smooth progress of the game, the referee
uses a video as necessary to see if the action in question is a
foul, or if that action is intentional or not. Sometimes, the
strictness of judges is cited, but they are responsible for manag-
ing a fierce “fight” between opponents fairly in high-quality
games. Therefore, dignity to convince players is required of a
judge, and there have been judges who are called master judges.

Technology will be further introduced to visualize sport
activities including aesthetics in precision beyond human capa-
bility. On the other hand, in trendy urban sports, the creativi-
ty of techniques is an important evaluation mark. In progress-
ing diversity of sport games, human thought and judgement to
direct the essential nature of games and to manage qualified
games and matches will become more important.
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Post Editorial
When asked about GK Group’s work, I often say that our designs
can be found in every corner of our lives. Recently, I reaffirmed this
fact: In the 80s, when local expos were booming, my whole family
went to one in Hiroshima. I still remember how much fun it was to
try playground equipment I had never seen before, foreign food, and
so on. I found out that the monuments that adorned the place were
created by GK and are still in Hiroshima. Ilooked them up, and sure
enough, they were the mysterious objects I saw in the city when I was
growing up. GK was always there in my memory. I was reminded
once again that design is something like that.

Ayako Iwata
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