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Feature:

Issue in memory of the late Kenji Ekuan
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“Lying person’s vehicle” at Dougu Sekai Mandala Exhibition, Kenji Ekuan, 1982.

The World is not One
Kozo Yamada

The morning when chairman Kenji Ekuan passed away, his faced looked
quite different from what I had expected. He looked so peaceful and
pleasant, as if he was dozing in a dream. He never showed such a calm face
to GK members, especially to executive members. He usually appeared
strict and severe. But he may always have shown this friendly and gentle
face to people outside the company. Anyway, I felt relieved just to see his
face.

The day before the funeral, the rite of placing his body in the coffin was
conducted at Zojoji temple with his relatives and GK executive staff in
attendance.

Together, we put the finishing touches to his white traveling outfit to go to
the other world. We put white socks on his feet, tied knee pads and a cloth
to cover the back of his hands, put straw sandals, and a white wooden cane,
a woven hat to protect him from sunshine, and further, paper-made
one-mon coins as a fee for a boat to cross the River of Three Crossings
before reaching the other world. Indeed, he would ride in a boat. But wait,
I remember that he had already designed a vehicle to cross from this side to
the other side.

It is the “Lying person’s vehicle” that he designed in 1982. Made of
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Stainless steel, it is an air-conditioned transparent vehicle to lightly cross the
River of Three Crossings. The figure inside is of his size. A person is born
lying, learns to sit, lives walking, and dies lying. Lying is the source for rest
as well as life, so he says. On this day, the vehicle became a practical vehicle
to go to the other world. From the cremation on February 12, the vehicle
carried the late chairman to cross a number of rivers and checkpoints. After
accomplishing his desires on the way, he reached the eternal land of rest, the
Buddhist Pure Land, 49 days later, on March 25. While living in this world,
he imagined the other world with ultimate truth, goodness and beauty.
Through the process of the funeral, I realized that another Western Paradise
in the name of “Lotus Flowers in a Pond” that he imagined exists
Chairman Ekuan was an uncommon leader, rich in imagination. For the
past several months, I strongly realized that “the world is not one.” The
“other world” will settle injustice in “this world” and relieve people from
suffering.

Human beings evolved after the anthropoids noticed the existence of
“death” at one time, and learned the fear of living. And then humans
obtained the ability to live by imagining the world after death. We also
noticed at an earlier time that death did not mean real death but a process
of eternal transmigration. Recently, in evolutionary biology, Richard
Dawkins proved in his Selfish Genes, that living things are nothing but
“vehicles” for genes. It may mean that we should live wholeheartedly, not
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to live long, but live to the best of one’s ability today. Chairman Ekuan lived
like a boy, and headed to the other side gallantly.

The earth does not exist only for human beings. Mountains, rivers, grass
and trees, insects, fish and all other living things coexist equally having their
own worlds. In order to have a gentle heart that is merciful toward others
indiscriminately, great imagination is essential. It can be said that the
sensibility to duly appreciate things in nature emerges only from one’s own
imagination. For example, butterflies have their own world. They can see
what is invisible to us. They can see ultraviolet rays. They are not interested
in the human world. Dogs also have their own world and recognize it as
their world. With their excellent sense of smell, they have a special world of
their own which is completely different from the world we recognize. The
earth is a round planet on which 7 billion people live. This recognition that
has come to be commonly held by modern people is quite new in human
history. Until sometime before this recognition was accepted, people were
believed to be living on a flat, unmovable earth. It is not difficult to imagine
that there would emerge a different world. It would mean a lack of
imagination to consider that the global and real world drawn by informa-
tion technology is the only “objective world.” There are countless world
recognitions on the earth. They further pass through space and time.
Many of the clashes and conflicts in today’s society seem to have been
caused by a lack of imagination, and by human nature not being able to
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admit diverse world views. That everything has a heart means that
everything has its world. There is no absolute yardstick of richness of
humans. We need to expand our potentiality with relative world recogni-
tion, and build “one’s own world” with confidence. The role of designers is
to draw the world like a myth that one believes or the world that one wants
important persons to believe. My mentor taught me that this is how true
designers should be.

The late Ekuan, with such a viewpoint, found “dougu world.” He saw life
in dougu. Dougu which emerged together with human beings hundreds of
thousands years ago, also created their own “world of dougu” in this world.
In their world, they are sharing feelings and are living in flux through the
endless circle of transmigration. Dougu is the embodiment of human
desires, or even the offshoots of humans.

“Since the world of dougu is born from human desires, you should look into
the mirror of your heart, learn how to live as a person, search your own
conscience, and stately draw a future.”
suggest in these words must be the basic guidelines for us to live more deeply

What chairman Ekuan wanted to

and significantly, and as a matter of fact, “to enjoy living.”

GK, as a group, will continue to have this kind of imagination, and carry on
the wish of our founder, Kenji Ekuan, with pleasure.

Kozo Yamada, president, GK Design Group
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Induct us into the “Core Principle” of Modern Civilization
Shuhei Aida, Ph.D.

Kenji Ekuan was a person who silently stirred up my “motivation” at one time and
who gave me comfort at another. Many years have passed since we first met, and [
don’t know why but the image I have of him in my mind is like a “Buddhist priest of
the highest order” in late years.

From the conception of Dougu Temple, I followed him to find a good location for the
temple in Kitakyushu, Wakayama and other areas. I sometimes talked with him in
Tokyo over dinner. He was the person who instilled a sense of “beyond time and
space” in me. [ have heard about the theory that “3-dimensional” space in which life
lives and “1-dimensional” time that gives continuity to space are mathematically
equal. In my mind, it was Kenji Ekuan who made me realize that this is true.

Compiegne, at about a one hour ride northeast of Paris, is a beautiful place with for-
ests. Here, the University of Technology of Compiegne was opened in the 1970s
aiming to provide cultural and technological education. Its architectural structures
display its educational purposes well.

The area is known as a resort place for people in Paris and there are many auberge
restaurants. I had been associated with Cranfield Institute of Technology in England
which was famous with the development of the “Harrier” vertical take-off and land-
ing aircraft, and visited the University of Technology of Compiegne to discuss the de-
velopment of partnership between the two institutions.

While I was there, the president of the university (who has since passed away) told
me that an exhibition, “Industrial Design in Japan” was on and through this I became
familiar with “GK” and an array of designs by GK. There was a photo of Ekuan in
his younger days. But what I can recall clearly now is Kenji Ekuan with a feature of a
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great Buddhist monk in his late days.

I was involved in the establishment of the Japan Inter-Design Forum in 1980 together
with architect Kisho Kurokawa and others. Kenji Ekuan was among the founding
members, but I can hardly recall how he looked in his prime time. When we had a
dinner reception with designers and architects in attendance, I was appointed to give
a small speech, and I said that “among the many designers and architects gathering
this evening, only I an here as a technical engineer....” Kenji Ekuan sitting near me
teased me saying, “You affected a stylish air.” When I try to remember his smiling
face at that time, it is his face in his latter days which is deeply imprinted in my mind.

I fully agreed to his plan to build “Dougu Temple” in his later years. I was fortunate
to have come in touch with his “core principle” of modern civilization which he held
silently and ardently in his mind.

T often look at the Dougu Wasan, a hymn of praising dougu which he left to us, and I
wish I could lead my life keeping his words in mind, “human desires have no limit,
but we should live our life guided by the light of wisdom...”

Whenever I sent a copy of one of my publications, Kenji Ekuan never failed to give

me a reply. Ishould learn from his practice because I sometimes forget to send replies

when I receive books from my colleagues. Looking at his most recent message, |

extend my sincere thanks to Kenji Ekuan who is now sitting beside Dougu Goddess

of Mercy. With my prayers.

He was a man wanted to realized the concept of “humane use of human ideas.”
Shuhei Aida, Professor Emeritus, University of Electro-Communications
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Explore the world of things further on
Osamu Ishiyama

I occasionally attended study meetings organized by GK. At one of the study meet-
ings, Prof. Susumu Nakanishi was a lecturer. He was a well known scholar of
Manyoshu (Japan’s oldest anthology of poems published in the 8th century) and an-
cient Japanese language. I wondered why an expert of ancient language would give a
lecture at GK. But I went anyway thinking that Ekuan might have sensed there
would be something special to learn from his lecture. As a matter of fact, Nakanishi’s
lecture was full of intellectual impact. He talked about manaism (supernatural
magic) remaining in Polynesian islands. Ekuan was sitting next to me, and I heard
him breathe a sigh of surprise, and murmuring, “the study of language has pro-
gressed so far.”

Ekuan had an unyielding spirit, and moreover, frankness. So, he might have thought
that if he had known about manaism much earlier, he would have developed his
theory on dougu in greater depth. Did his sigh indicate this regret?

Ekuan’s room was filled with toys from all over the world. He was a great lover of
toys. I thought that his room represented animism in the 20th century. The theory of
dougu was equivalent with the theory of making things. Therefore, when Prof. Na-
kanishi pointed out that the source of things is mana, Ekuan was very surprised. I
was affected by his surprise, and also amazed by manaism, I began reading books on
manaism.

When I traveled in Ladakh in northern India, where Tibetan people lived, I saw some
cylindrical storage units in the village I stayed. They were called “mana” and each
one had a flagpole on top, and a small ornament at its tip was waving to the wind.
“Mana” contain important things. Mana are installed at street corners, and even in
household gardens and vegetable fields. If Ekuan had seen them, his full imagination
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would have been devoted to learning everything about them.

Since the Himalayan Range was in the bottom of the sea in ancient times, it is no
wonder that we find the culture of ocean, or manaism, in the inland. The “mana” of
a Tibetan village may have a connection with the “mana” of a Polynesian island.

At any rate,the lecture by Prof. Nakanishi meant a great deal to me and, over the
years, I learned a great deal from Ekuan.

Thave long thought that Douguology would surpass architectural theories. It has the
potential to become a royal road to learning in different disciplines. I wish Douguol-
ogy, which is the main framework for GK activity may be further deepened and ex-
panded. No doubt, sharing Ekuan’s unyielding spirit and pure curiosity which have
supported the spirit of the whole group will be a strong means to explore the future.
I am now involved in developing a village of the Blang, a minority ethnic group in
Yunnan province, China and designing a building to be used for crafting things. Fol-
lowing Ekuan, I would like to look into the world of things thoroughly, while apply-
ing myself more closely to what I am engaged in.
Iam recalling Ekuan’s sigh when he learned something he did not know and his un-
yielding spirit to study more in depth, the things that he just learned.

Osamu Ishiyama, architect
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Good bye, Ekuan-san
Eiko Ohya

It was early in the 1970s, more than 40 years ago, I formed a group called “Glut-
tons.” The purpose of the group was to have fresh and high-class food articles sent
by air from many parts of Japan and deliver them to members so as to enjoy delicious
food across the country at home. Refrigerated courier service was not in existence
then, so we had quite some difficulty in delivering fresh food.

One day a person introduced me to Mr. Sadao Yoshida at Kikkoman Corp. which
sponsored a TV program “Viva Gluttons.” Mr. Yoshida was an influential person in
my life introducing me to two important persons. The first one was Mr. Kenji Ekuan,
and another one was Ms. Yoko Takahashi who was a big-hearted proprietress of a
music bar in Ginza to which Yoshida was a regular customer. Through her personal
connection, I came to appear on TV.

Yoshida passed away suddenly 10 years ago, and Yoko is no longer alive. Now, Mr.
Ekuan also is gone. I am mournful to think about these three people.

Speaking about Ekuan, that Kikkoman soy sauce table bottle comes to mind immedi-
ately. As you may know, Kikkoman Corp. was in the process of evolving the delivery
system of soy sauce from a barrel to a 1.8 liter bottle, and from the big bottle to a
smaller bottle which can be placed directly on the table. Instead of putting an order
to a bottle maker, Kikkoman requested a rising industrial designer at that time, Kenji
Ekuan to design one. So the table-top bottle that has been popular in the world for
the past 5 decades is the joint product of Yoshida and Ekuan.

Episodes in the development process that I heard directly or read in articles published
in the media are mixed up. But whenever [ had chances of meeting both, I heard
them talk smilingly and understood how the bottle had come into being. Ekuan
looked intimidating with his beard, but his eyes were smiling and he spoke like a

8 GK Report No.29

ZREL b TLEW,

ERBRNERICRSTLESTVETR, BRI _AEFRELTE

FHEROBENDDBEIC, 5—A. TO5VWIHIEICLT2ATH LT

TWoTtARA S, LWVDOBLOHPFT=a=al TRV ELK,

FeFEIbESEITINE, WOBLHIZE-TWT, WETH-
DX REHECHETEANES A —HFOEHAEARFF2—F¥—0D

Y5 izu[ZEnl, MEAL MEBRES TS L5 TiEDIEn L L

TLEI>DTL,

NFIFE, AR S ARBHEILEROKRER, HHS AZE)
R ORG. —FEVEN Lirb, BABSALBEGHHST

BB THEBOEE~A>TWS, fiIZANED “HA” Lo
D~DOEELEY LNTEREFRBEIZD o TWS LD Tikignh

ERWET,

TT2S [HONFYOERE] KxZhnErEIhTHT, A
BREYay 7 EZTE L, BERSOEREPSWY AN TH
AOHDICLTLE S, REFEx T oficBibickhing 5.
INFHEHEAN HAAND L0 TiEm. HAANELTAAD
Bz LonRLE LT, RGBT ERIE o MRFRHAT
EolBARNGDOH T, FAIC—HBHEEHXTcON TEONFRY]
ORMTL T,

Z ok TIHARHEGERRE] S THART YA V] RETIT—H/
SETWEREWEY, RERSZHEATHEHC»2Y, 7)) -2 0
B 7V —> o, AYIBLeTate (ZARFEZIR

ANTHLHDIBABES A S DIZWITFRNDOTT I, F XiZcute)
BBPHIZEI VB2 L2B3bDTIEELVERA. DOD LW
CYVRBEHELLTRIFIERL o LRBRWwWoo, TEEEZES Y

HLET,
BER A0 WWE

naughty boy. Yoshida had a cute look like a kewpie. It was heartwarming to see
them together, as Boy A and Boy B, talking to each other.
Ekuan was one year older than Yoshida. Ekuan was in the Naval Academy, while Yo-
shida was among the last students of military preparatory school, or the youngest
service man. Further, Ekuan was from Hiroshima and went back to Hiroshima right
after the A-bomb explosion. I guess that both shared attachment to “Japan” as well
as a feeling that they were betrayed by the country.
His concept is expressed well in Makunouchi Bento no Bigaku (Aesthetics of Japa-
nese Lunchbox), which gave me a kind of culture shock. The Japanese have adopted
different cultures and developed them in Japanese ways. The Japanese adopt social
changes without changing the essential elements. This is what we should be. Instead
of becoming like foreigners, we should maintain the good points of Japan and act as
Japanese in the world. Among the many theories of Japanese cultural uniqueness
published at that time, his concept of Makunouchi Bento gave me the strongest
impact.
Later, I met him in meetings by the Accessible Design Foundation of Japan and Japan
Institute of Design, or at exhibitions and ceremonies. I admired his green wheelchair
and green cane, and his stylishness and cuteness (pardon me for using this word in
reference to a world famous designer). There are not many “cute” men like him. I
only regret that I should have spent a longer time to talk with him. May his soul rest
in peace.

Eiko Ohya, critic
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In Memory of My Long-time friend Kenji Ekuan
Shutaro Mukai

Our encounter occurred on the day of an examination conducted by the Ministry of In-
ternational Trade and Industry in 1956 to select the first group of young designers from
the private sector to be sent to advanced countries to study industrial design to improve
Japanese industrial design. I was a postgraduate student at Waseda University majoring
in economics and not in design. I held a T-square and other tools indispensable for draw-
ing designs. I might have looked strange, and a person approached me with a friendly
look saying “people say that a meeting by chance is preordained,” and invited me to eat
soba noodles together. It was Ekuan. With several color pencils in the pocket of his
jacket, and a beret on his head, he looked self-possessed. He finished a skill test in some
minutes. Ekuan! Iremembered this unusual name from the list of participants in a
Konrad Wacksmann seminar held the previous year which was a great topic among archi-
tects and designers. I felt something wonderful and inspirational in our meeting.

As a result of the exam, Ekuan went to the United States, and I went to Germany to study
design. After returning home, again by some twist of “fate,” GK office happened to be close to
my house and he frequently visited me after work, riding a Yamaha motorcycle. The main pur-
pose of his visits was the preparation for the World Design Conference, due to be held in Tokyo
in 1960. It was the first of this kind ever held in Japan covering all genres of design. His con-
cern was to mobilize and organize young industrial designers because the existing Japan Indus-
trial Designers’ Association had declined to participate in the conference because of their being
“premature.” Taccepted his request for cooperation in the organization of industrial designers
with pleasure. What surprised me was his organizing power to expand the sympathizers’ circle
through advocating the social significance of industrial design and stimulating designers’ pride.
It occurred to me that his own philosophy might be at the root of his thought and activity.

It was his speech at the World Design Conference which impressed us widely as a desirable
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design philosophy from the perspective of the theory of civilization. He sounded the alarm that
manufacturers were so affected by technological innovation that they tended to leave behind
humans at the time when Japan was entering into the age of mass production and consumption.
After the conference, he joined the “Metabolism Movement” begun by young architects, and
through its activities, deepened his thought on objects and thought on dougu. The publica-
tion of Dougu Ko (Douguology) was the fruit of the process of theorization and contempla-
tion. To my great surprise, he presented a copy of the book, addressed to me with his signa-
ture with a Chinese ink brush. The book considered everything necessary for human life in-
cluding houses as dougu, and developed his unique and magnificent philosophy on humans
and dougu from a Buddhist approach in which the subject and the object were integrated in
the 10 chapters from “initiative” to “wishes.” It could be considered a kind of cosmology and
a generative philosophy based on interaction between humans and dougu as living things.
As a cosmological generative philosophy, it was unique and it also incited universal reso-
nance. As such, he led the birth of a creative commune GK, and was actively involved in
other generative activities in the design world including the organization of the 8th
ICSID’73 Kyoto and the promotion of the International Council of Societies of Industrial
Design (ICSID). The cosmological generative philosophy contained in Douguology has
prevailed in the life and great work of Kenji Ekuan. Isincerely hope that this concept and
movement will see a new phase of generative development.
When I think of Ekuan, and his friendly eye, I recall that his eyes revealed deep insight. The
most impressive word among what I heard from him is Douguology. Another one is his
book review titled “Forms and Language” on my book Fusuma (Sliding Screen) which ap-
peared in Kigogaku Kenkyu (Semiological Studies) No. 18,1998. It was a long review sug-
gesting his elaborate thinking and in-depth reading. I was pleased and surprised with his re-
sponse. I was not informed of his contribution in advance, so it was a surprise present and a
gift of creation from him. With heartfelt gratitude, I pray that his soul may rest in peace.
Shutaro Mukai, Professor Emeritus, Musashino Art University
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Eku-san next-door
Tetsuo Matsumoto

A 30-day Wachsmann Seminar began in Tokyo University in November 1955.
Konrad Wachsmann, friend of Isamu Kenmochi visited Japan in October, and sug-
gested the organization of a seminar to convey the group architectural design system
employed at Illinois Institute of Technology to Japan. From universities in Tokyo, 21
students gathered for the seminar. Prof. Koike brought Ekuan, and Kenmochi
brought me to the seminar. I majored in architecture but I was also engaged in indus-
trial design as an employee of the Industrial Arts Institute. This was the beginning of
my relationship with Ekuan. Even in December, the 21 participants were still work-
ing on models and drawings, and we worked together until the spring of the follow-
ing year when a new architectural magazine featured our activity. With his frank and
charming personality, Ekuan became a popular fellow among us, and we called him
Eku-san.

Years later, I talked with Ekuan, and collected money from all the seminar partici-
pants to invite Wachsmann to come to Japan again, as our professors did for the
seminar, to express our thanks to him. In the following year, he passed away. Eku-
san said that Wachsmann’s specialty in the joint technology of elements promoted us
to join.

The group of five under Prof. Koike at Tokyo National University of Arts and Music
(now Tokyo University of the Arts) formed Group of Koike, GK, in Mejiro in 1954.
Our group Kenmochi Design Associates (KDA) started its work in July 1955. In De-
cember of the year, we opened “Living Art” space on the first floor, and office on the
second floor with five members. The five at GK came to celebrate our opening in a
car.

Later, KDA moved our offices. When I went up to the second floor, I was so surprised
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to find the GK office just next to us. From the western balcony, I saw Ekuan’s room.
We sometimes had GK v.s. KDA baseball games in a nearby field. When we moved to
a three-story building, we had a beer party after work on a summer day.

For the Expo *70 Osaka, we jointly designed street furniture: KDA for rest,and GK
for signage and lighting. When we were working through the night, Ekuan used to
bite sugar cubes in the middle of the night. We were all working on an empty stom-
ach. After working all through the night, we went home together in his car. As he
lived on my way home, I sometimes dropped in his house, and had breakfast together
which his mother prepared.

From GK, Ekuan first went to Art Center College of Design in California, and then
Shibasaki to the USA in the following year, and Iwasaki to Germany the year after. In
this way, GK members went to foreign countries to polish their design competence
every year. When Ekuan returned home, GK Industrial Design Institute was incorpo-
rated, and all members agreed to appoint Ekuan as president. When I heard about
this, I somehow felt envious because our KDA was established by Isamu Kenmochi as
president from the beginning.

For about half a year after Kenmochi’s death in June 1971, 1 was involved in various
kinds of affairs in relation to the continuation of KDA. One day Ekuan called me to
visit him at his office next door. He told me that he had kept a part of Kenmochi’s
family tomb that Kenmochi had obtained many years ago from the priest of his
family temple in Karatsu, Kyushu, and he handed it to me to return to Mrs. Kenmo-
chi. Knowing that I was suffering how to manage office matters, he gave me a chance
to turn my mind from those concerns. I was thankful for his kind consideration.

T have many more memories to recall. He was older than me by two months. He was
always near me, and a reliable person to ask for advice. I miss him deeply.
Tetsuo Matsumoto, CEO, Kenmochi Design Associates
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Monk’s Working Cloth and Sutra Chanting
Issey Miyake

Kenji Ekuan meant a great mentor to me. He was a great leader both in design pro-
fession and in life. Above all he was a hero. His younger brother Shoji was my high
school classmate. I remember that big brother Kenji took good care of us on many
occasions. Our relationship has continued.
Around 2005, Ekuan-sensei asked me to make samue, the working clothing of
monks. He was promoting the plan to establish “Dougu Village and Dougu Temple,”
and wanted to have the clothing to wear for working, going through Buddhist train-
ing and conducting religious services.
I could not respond lightly to this request from a person who was called the “master
of design.” In addition, Ekuan-sensei was a qualified Buddhist monk, and I heard that
he was looking forward to the day that the Dougu Temple would be completed and
he would act as the chief at the religious service and wear the clothing to recite sutra.
So, using the A-POC method that I was promoting at that time, my staff and I began
designing one right away. Ekuan-sensei visited our studio sometimes for fittings. [
can recall his smiling face when interacting with my young staff members.
Almost one year afterward, it was completed. With fondness, we call it “Ekuan’s
A-POC samue” T have a photo of him in that cloth reciting a sutra in the glass-
surrounded temple in the mountain of Shirahama, Wakayama prefecture. I feel nos-
talgic looking at it.
“Dougu is an extension of our body, and clothes are the dougu that are closest to us.
I believe that Ekuan-sensei was encouraging me saying, “you should make ‘everyday
clothes’ to free people from all kinds of physical and mental restraints,” while recit-
ing sutra at Dougu Temple.

Issey Miyake, Designer
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Samue designed by Issey Miyake for the late Kenji Ekuan.
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Ekuan going through an ascetic training in the moun-
tain in Shirahama city, Wakayama prefecture to pray
for the establishment of Dougu Temple Dougu Village
(2005).
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Tribute to the Memory of Kenji Ekuan as an Advocate of “Douguology”
Shinsuke Omoya

Kenji Ekuan was not only the first chairman of the Forum Douguology but also the
person who invented and named Douguology as an academic discipline. But for him,
Forum Douguology has never come into being.

At the loss of the core figure, the future direction of the Forum is a matter of concern
both inside and outside the organization. Taking this opportunity, I would like to
look back upon Ekuan’s thought leading to the advocacy of Douguology, and his mo-
tivation to organize the Forum.

Everybody would admit that “dougu” is the keyword of Ekuan’s thought and activi-
ties. It was Ekuan and other industrial designers who used this term as we under-
stand it today as the object of rapidly developing industrial design after WWIIL.
Dougu embraces all articles we use from everyday articles to modern industrial prod-
ucts like household electric appliances, motorcars, PCs, smart phones, etc. There is
no such word in English. When we read the word dougu in Chinese characters 3 E.
as “preparedness for the way,” the “way” means seeking after moral justice. As such,
it implies a certain ethical view. When Ekuan talked about dougu, we should con-
sider, he used the word not only as a general term covering all kinds of tools and
equipment but also as a word suggesting an ethical view.

Behind his concept was his own world view that the “world of dougu” confronts the
‘world of humans.” Therefore, his discussions centered on the relationship between
dougu and the human mind.

One of the characteristics of Ekuan’s “dougu philosophy” was his attention to Japa-
nese dougu culture. As a pioneering leader of industrial design which was introduced
to Japan from advanced western countries after WWII, Ekuan enjoyed a deep friend-
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ship with prominent designers in the USA and Europe. Perhaps, as a reactionary ac-
tivity, he was attached to traditional Japanese culture, and from this his unique Japa-
nese cultural theory and Japanese dougu theory evolved in his books, Makunouch
Bento no Bigaku (Aesthetics of a Variety Lunch Box), and Butsudan to Jidosha
(Buddhist Altar and Motorcars).
While developing his thought on dougu, he came to advocate the establishment of
Douguology as an academic discipline to study dougu as a whole, which led to the
foundation of the “Forum Douguology” to promote and propagate the study on
dougu.
In his book Dougu no Shiso (Thought on Dougu) (1980), descriptions expressing his
theory on dougu are found. One example is “the most proper word to express some-
thing with a shape, or the quintessence of manmade articles is dougu.” Another one
is “every piece of dougu is a pack of meaning and logic in which a specific experience
is condensed,” or “dougu is the solidification of human wills, or the materialization
of human desires.” These are all profound expressions.
However, I sometimes feel that Ekuan’s thought on dougu is far removed from the
thoughts of members of the Forum, who, in fact, became members in response to his
invitation. Ekuan often said, “Dougu has heart” or “We must thank dougu.” And he
even said, “We must build the Dougu Temple in which to hold rites for used dougu
pieces.” He may have dared to take a position away from common modern rational-
ism. He might have thought that, without determining to take this position we are
not able to review civilization after the beginning of the modern age.
As a part of his concept, he attempted to create a new academic discipline with dougu
as the subject of study. He left this seemingly difficult (beyond common sense?) mis-
sion to us. What we can do is limited, and our success is uncertain. But to continue our
Forum activities, to follow in his footsteps will be, I trust, the greatest tribute to him.
Shinsuke Omoya, Chairman, Forum Douguology
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Foreword to this issue in memory of the late Kenji Ekuan

For this issue of GK Report devoted to the late Kenji Ekuan, we received contributions in
his memory from many friends of him. Considering the broad circle of his friends, we
should have asked more people to give us messages, but limited space in the book did not
allow us to do so. To those who were thinking of to give a message for the late Ekuan,
we apologize for our ingratitude.

I realized afresh the width and depth of friendships that the late Ekuan had spun through
his life. This is clearly shown by the range of his friendships beyond the design commu-
nity in other fields of specialization and business. Furthermore, he spent many hours to-
gether with friends not only in Japan but also in other countries. His personality based
on his firm and unique philosophy might have captured many people.

Finally, I would like to express my deepest gratitude for your support extended to the late
Kenji Ekuan and the GK Design Group, and at the same time, appreciate your further
guidance and encouragement.

Editor Tadashi Matsumoto
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Dr. Brandon Gien (Australia)
President, ICSID

On behalf of ICSID, the International Council of Societies of Industrial Design, I am
deeply honoured and privileged to be here today to celebrate a beautiful human
being.

As the world organisation for Industrial Design, ICSID represents more than 160
design organisations from more than 50 nations across the world.

Iam proud to be here representing the world Industrial Design community.

I'stand here today to share their grief, to pay their respect, and to celebrate one of the
most influential Industrial Designers of our time.

Kenji Ekuan was the President of ICSID from 1975 to 1977 and was the first Presi-
dent to represent the Asian Region since the organisation was first established in
1957 -almost 60 years ago today.

Kenji was the driving force behind connecting the Japanese and European design in-
dustries.

In 1971, when I was born - Japan won the vote and the right to host the first ever
ICSID Congress in Asia - a significant step in the development of the design industry
and its globalization at the time.

Kenji was famous for cheekily saying: “I wanted to stimulate ICSID Members about
a Far East Country and told them that if they didn't come ... the globe is still flat...!"
Kenji's mission was not only to let European people know about Industrial Design in
Japan - he had a much bigger and more aspirational vision.

Kenji's idea was to let the meaning of Industrial Design be known to people all over
the world.
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He understood the heart of Industrial Design and the power it has to truly transform
our world into a safer, more beautiful, more sustainable and more balanced planet.
When asked why he became an Industrial Designer, Kenji said “I decided to become a
designer as a boy while walking through the awful, blackened ruins of Hiroshima
after the atomic bomb had devastated the entire city. All around me I saw destruc-
tion, and it made me want to build something beautiful, to create life where there was
only death. "Kenji lost his sister and his father as a result of this terrible tragedy.

In 1957, he founded GK Industrial Design Institute and went on to become the Vice
President and eventually, the first Asian President of ICSID.

His vision for ICSID was simple:

He wanted to make more countries aware of Industrial Design. He wanted to ap-
proach the United Nations to champion the benefits of design and the impact it can
have on creating a better world.

Kenji eventually established a humanitarian organisation called "Design for the
World" to champion these ideals.

Through his dedication and hard work, Kenji Ekuan went on to become one of the
key contributors to Japan’s economic recovery after the war.

Kenji believed in the Japanese term "Dougu", broadly defined as: “all things that are
built" and their connection to “people and society".

Kenji said: “Design to me has always meant making people happy. Happy in the
sense of creating items that provide comfort, convenience, function, aesthetics and
ethics."

Kenji focussed his research wanting to better understand the psychology of "human
needs" and “responses".

“For anything humans use in their day to day life, they need design. Design is funda-
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mental to our way of life", he once said.

Kenji, through his leadership of GK Design went on to design many famous projects
including the iconic Kikkoman soy sauce bottle, still in use today as well as the
Narita Express Trains.

Kenji remained actively engaged with ICSID right up until his passing.

I had the honour of meeting Kenji on many occasions. My most treasured memory of
him is seeing him dance in Chile while at an ICSID Board meeting in the region.

I remember asking Kenji what he thought good design was. His answer was pure,
simple and elegant: “BEAUTIFUL", he said.

To me, this one word sums it up perfectly - We need a beautifully designed world. A
world with good design principles positioned at its core.

As the President of ICSID and together with my Board of Directors, we have been ad-
vocating for ICSID to stand for "Design for a Better World".

We have been working hard to repositioning ICSID as a strong advocate for the
transformative power of design-Ied innovation to help create better products, more
efficient systems, more human centered services, design for better business and indus-
try, a better, more sustainable environment and society and ultimately - a more beau-
tiful world...

As sad as it is for me to pay my respects and to say goodbye to Kenji, I see today as a
celebration of a great man - a man with a beautiful heart and a beautiful head.

Kenji always used to say: “ICSID is my life." I can now see why he was so passionate
about the organisation and also about design.

T will forever treasure the honour of knowing Kenji as a person, as a friend, as a de-
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signer and as a respected Senator of ICSID.

Kenji, wherever you may now be resting in peace -  want to let you know that your
dream for design for a better world lives on.

Thank you - arigatou gozaimasu

JT‘ .
BABEROEFET, BHEBRBZTIVRY - FIVEK,

Dr. Brandon Gien, CEO of Good Design Australia delivering a memorial address at the
funeral for chairperson Ekuan
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Professor Yrjo Sotamaa (Finland)
Honorary Chairman of the Finnish Institute in Japan

Kenji Ekuan in Memoriam

The sad news of Kenji Ekuan’s sudden death brought to our memories his unique
work, his smiling personality and his long-time friendship with Finland.

Ekuan passed away in a Tokyo hospital on February 8th 20135 in the age of 85. The
Japanese pioneering industrial designer was best known for his iconic Kikkoman soy
sauce dispenser introduced in 1961, the Komachi bullet train and the Yamaha motor-
cycles manifesting mechanical beauty.

World War II deeply affected Kenji Ekuan. He lost both of his father and sister in the
Hiroshima atomic explosion. Ekuan decided to leave his studies in a Buddhist temple
where he was a monk to pursue his new desire to be a “creator of the material world”.
“Faced with that nothingness, I felt a great nostalgia for human culture,” he told The
New York Times in 2012. “I needed something to touch, to look at,” he added.
“Right then I decided to be a maker of things.”

After finishing his studies in Japan and USA in 1955 he founded after two years GK
Industrial Design Associates, which later became the GK Design Group. It is now one
the largest design consultancies in Japan, which embrace 12 group companies and
over 250 employees. Besides chairing the GK Design Group he had an important role
in the world of design as the President of International Council of Societies of Indus-
trial Design in 1975-1977.

Ekuan had a strong thrust to the power of cooperation. “Although people are not ge-
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niuses on their own, if they get together they can accomplish genius work” he said.
This applies also to his close friendship with Finland. Ekuan was engaged since his
first visit to Finland in 1973 in many ways with broadening the Finnish-Japanese co-
operation. He was a key person in establishing the Finnish Institute in Japan in 1996
and was the Chairman of Institute’s Advisory Board.

Kenji Ekuan was awarded the Medal of Honour titled Commander of the Order of
the Lion of Finland by the President of Finland, Mr. Sauli Niinisto, in recognition of
his exceptional contribution to furthering Finnish-Japanese cooperation in culture
and science.

Author of the article Professor Yrjo Sotamaa is a friend of Kenji Ekuan and
Honorary Chairman of the Finnish Institute in Japan

Ms. Mary V. Mullin (England)
Chairman, The Sir Misha Black Awards Committee

TRIBUTE TO MR. KENJI EKUAN

Kenji Ekuan San became a Member of the College of Medallists when he received the
Sir Misha Black Medal for Distinguished Services to Design Education at a Cer-
emony in the Royal College of Art in London in March 1995. As Chairman of the
Awards Committee and on behalf of the Members of the College of Medallists and
the Committee I express our shared sadness and sense of loss on hearing the news of
the death of Mr. Ekuan.
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Mary Mullin and chairman
Ekuan at the World Design

Conference (ICSID '77) in
Dublin, Ireland in 1977.

But my memories go back much further to the first time I met Kenji Ekuan at the
ICSID Congress in Kyoto and the General Assembly in Tokyo in 1973. In 1975 Mr.
Ekuan was elected President of ICSID, the first designer from the East to hold this
office. I was elected his Vice President, the first woman and Irish person to hold this
post. From two island nations, on opposite sides of the globe, we seemed an odd
match to promote the cause of international design and designers.
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Illustrated by Syd Mead

Working with Mr. Ekuan on the ICSID Board for two years was, for me, an intensive
course in humanities. Kenji Ekuan reached out beyond his own unique and beautiful
cultural and spiritual background to understand and work within the cultures and
customs of the West in a way few others could or did. His deep personal philosophy,
sheer hard work and wish to make the world a better place, won him friends and ad-
mirers, of all ages and all backgrounds around the world. His sense of humour and
the twinkle in his eye helped all to believe that he was their special friend.

Later, when I was Secretary General of ICOGRADA and Mr. Ekuan, President of the
World Design Council we met and continued to work together. I have happy memo-
ries of continued meetings in London. When he could travel no more we exchanged
letters and messages.

I'was privileged to know such a man and will always be grateful for what he taught
me. May his kind and gentle spirit rest in peace. We will not see his likes again.

Mr. Syd Mead (USA)
Designer

I've known Kenji ever since he started GK in two side-by-side little white houses in
Tokyo. That was on my first visit to Japan in 1962. The design world, and a wide
range of admirers and fellow designers will feel a loss of an innovator, a visionary
and a wonderful man. I am sending a memorium graphic with the hope that you can
have it printed and mounted on perhaps a stiff substrate to be present at the 'memo-
rial ceremony.
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Brief Personal History of the late Kenji Ekuan

Brief History Awards
Sept. 11, 1929 Born of father Tetsunen Ekuan (a priest of Eikyu-ji, Hiroshima), 1964 Kaufmann International Design Research Award
mother Katsuko (Tokyo Women’s Vocational College) as oldest son, (Edgar Kaufmann Foundation, US)
at Takinogawa, Nishi-sugamo, Toshima-gun, Tokyo Prefecture.
1979 ICSID Colin King Grand Prix
1930 Tetsunen became a Jodo Sect Buddhism missionary of Hawaii parish:
Whole family moved to Hawaii. 1988 WORLDESIGN Award (USA)
1937 Came back to Japan. Admitted to the second grade of Daiichi Jinjo 1992 Design Lifetime Achievement Award. The Ministry of International
Elementary School, Nishi-sugamo, Tokyo. Trade and Industry.
Medal with Blue Ribbon (Japan)
1942 Admitted to the Fifth Prefectural Junior High School of Tokyo
(present Koishikawa junior/senior high school). 1993 JIDA Grand Prix (Japan)
1945 Admitted to the Naval Cadet Academy in Etajima. 1995 Sir Misha Black Medal (UK)
Came to know Japan’s defeat of the war. Discharged from the navy.
Admitted to Fukuyama Seishikan JuniorHigh School (present 1997 Officier de L’Ordre des Arts et des Letters (France)
Fukuyama Seishikan High School).
2000 The Order of the Rising Sun, Gold Rays with Rosette (Japan)
1947 Succeeded father Tetsunen, killed by the atomic bomb, admitted to
Vocational School of Jodo Sect in Kyoto (present Bukkyo University). 2004 The Insignia of Commander in the Order of the Lion of Finland
Boarded at Keishi Dormitory of Kyoto Chion-in. (Finland)
The International Scientific and Technological Cooperation Award of
1950 Admitted to the Design Course in the Department of Crafts at Tokyo the People’s Republic of China (China)
National University of Fine Arts and Music (present Tokyo University
of the Arts). 2014 The 23rd ADI International Compasso d’Oro Award for International
Lifetime Achievement (Italy)
1952 Started to call his group as GK (Group Koike) around this period.
1955 Graduated from Tokyo National University of Fine Arts and Music.
1956 Studied at the Art Center College of Design, Los Angeles,US, for one
year as a member sent by Japan External Trade Organization.
1957 Established GK Industrial Design Associates and took on the role of the
head of the office.
1959 Started to be active as a start-up member of Metabolism Group
1970 President of Japan Industrial Designers’ Association Publications
1973 Executive chairman of the 8th World Industrial Design Congress 1969 Dougu Ko: Kajima Publishing Co., Ltd. (historical and philosophical
(ICSID *73 Kyoto) analysis of the roles of “tools” in human life)
1975 President of International Council of Societies of Industrial Design 1980 Makunouchi Bento no Bigaku: Goma Shobo Publishing Co., Ltd. (the
Aesthetics of the Makunouchi LunchBox)
1976 A committee member of Japan Institute of Design Promotion of the The Philosophy of Tools: PHP Institute, Inc.
Ministry of Economy, Trade and Industry
1994 Material Things and Japanese: Tokyo Shoseki Co., Ltd.
1987 Rector of Kuwasawa Design School
1998 The Aesthetics of the Japanese LunchBox: MIT Press, USA
1989 General producer of World Design Expo
Chairman of Metropolitan Tokyo Design Up Committee 2000 The Discourses of Dougu: Kajima Publishing Co., Ltd.
1995 Established Japan Institute of Design. Appointed to the chairman. 2009 Putting all My Life into Design: Shunjusha Publishing Company
1996 Established Forum Douguology. Appointedto the chairman.
1998 Established Design for the World headquartered at Barcelona, Spain
and appointed to the chairman.
1999 Established Japan Finland Design Association and appointed to the
chairman.
2005 Established the association of building Dougu Temple / Dougu Village.
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The late chairman Kenji Ekuan when he was still alive
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Under assistant professor Iwataro Koike (at a far right) of the Tokyo National University
of Fine Arts and Music, (from the right) his students Kenichi Shibata, Shinji Iwasaki,
Kenji Ekuan, Harutsugu Ito, Yasumi Sone, and Hiroshi Sakasai gathered, which led to
the establishment of GK (Group of Koike) Design.

1973%, #8[M ICSID tHR AV FANUTILTH AV
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Mr. Ekuan delivering a keynote speech as the chairman of the International Council of
Societies of Industrial Design (ICSID) at Saint Patrick Cathedral, Dublin in 1977.
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A scene in the GK atelier in 1979. Proposed model

Mr. Ekuan declaring the opening of the 8th ICSID World
Industrial Design Conference held in Kyoto in 1973 as
the chairman of the organizing committee.
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GK members bring in their projects to mutually show and criticize around 1979. A
scene in the “GK Gallery.”

20 GK Report No.29

“Small Vehicle GK-0" is seen in the back.

GK members in 1969 at the stairs in a house in a resi-
dential district in Mejiro used as the GK “Main Office.”

1971F, PITANELTHHTEBEA VT AN TILTH 1 v EifESs (ICSID)
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Mr. Ekuan took office as board member in the International Council of Societies of In-
dustrial Design (ICSID) in 1971, the first director from Asia.
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Mr. Ekuan received the Colin King Award, which is referred to as a Nobel prize in the

world of design, from the International Council of Societies of Industrial Design
(ICSID) in 1979.
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Sir Misha Black Award for Innovation in Design Education was given by Royal College
of Art, Britain. The award is offered to persons who have contributed to the promo-
tion of design education.
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Mr. Ekuan explaining the exhibits to Prof. Axel Thalle-
mer at the “World of Kenji Ekuan and GK Design Group:

19984, FThe Aesthetics of the Japanese Lunch-
box (TEONFYDEF KER)1 EMITTIL X &
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The Aesthetics of the Japanese Lunchbox published by
MIT Press in 1998.

2014%, Jv)XyY - R—OERERICT. REDOH
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At the awarding ceremony of the Compasso d’ Oro
Award in 2014 together with Dieter Rams who de-

Soaring High in the Sky” exhibition held at the Setagaya
Art Museum in 2013.

signed products for Braun in Germany, and with whom
Ekuan enjoyed longtime friendship.

20145, HEERMIBFZ2TYAVIRE, XIRUXLDEIFEAV/NN—D—AEL
ThRE, EEICOZhEN T, JV/NyY - R—OBEEBEHh»EETE Ul
Mr. Ekuan received the Compasso d’Oro award for international merit in 2014, in honor of

his career promoting design both in and outside Japan for many years, and being one of the
founding members of the Japanese architectural movement called Metabolism, and so on.

19985, ARAYON)LEOFICAEEBL R TV #4E (Design for the
World) Z&iZU. IR&REHRZ.

Ekuan established and became the first chairman of the Design for the World based in
Barcelona, Spain in 1998.
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Funeral Service for the late Kenji Ekuan
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On March 17, 2015, GK held a funeral service for Kenji Ekuan, chairperson of the GK De-
sign Group, who passed away on February 8, 2015. It was held at the main hall of Zojoji
temple, head temple of the Jodo Sect of Buddhism in Tokyo. At one o’ clock in the after-
noon the rite began somberly with sutra chanting by Rev. Kisho Yagi, the 88th head of the
temple. It was followed by heart-warming speeches of condolence by Yuzaburo Mogi, hon-
orary CEO and chairman of the board of Kikkoman Corp., Hiroyuki Yanagi, president of
Yamaha Motors, Ryohei Miyata, President of Tokyo University of the Arts, Brandon Gien,
president of International Council of Societies of Industrial Design (icsid) and, Kimitake
Ueda, Noh actor. A number of messages of condolence were received from Japan and over-
seas, including one from Yoichi Miyazawa, Minister of Economy, Trade and Industry.
Over 1000 people attended the funeral recalling the personality and achievements of chair-
man Ekuan who devoted his life to the development of the world of design.

After the ceremony, all employees of the GK Design Group gathered in front of the Main
Hall to bid farewell to their great leader, and they each affirmed their determination to
succeed Fkuan’ s spirit and to further push forward with their work.
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Beer Infuser
Spring Valley Brewery Company
GK Industrial Design

Beer server designed to brew and serve beer
customized to customers’ preferences. It is installed
inside the counter of Spring Valley Brewery and
operated by a bartender. To emphasize the
attractiveness of the machine, all component
elements from the cylinder system to screws are fully
exposed instead of being covered in a case. Looking
at the beautifully finished parts and components, the
proof of a precision machine, will enhance customer
expectations for tasteful beers. Being able to watch
beers being customized in front of their eyes will give
customers feelings of anticipation.
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New Boat for Fugan Suijo Line
Toyama Prefecture
GK Industrial Design

A tourist boat designed for cruising the Fugan Canal
in Toyama city. It is operated by a solar power
generation device on board. The body is made with
aluminum alloy to lighten its weight, and for easier
recycling. The frame structure is employed, and to
allow easy embarking and disembarking for
passengers with physical difficulties, a device with
limited steps is introduced. A boat allows freer
mobility but passengers have a feeling of
confinement. To alleviate this feeling, the room
surrounded by glass walls gives an open-air feeling,
and the open deck allows passengers to enjoy the
winds.
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719 Type FruiTea Train
East Japan Railway Company Sendai Branch
GK Industrial Design

One of East Japan Railway Company'’s special train cars
that are used to express the appealing points of railway
travel. A color with impact was applied to the exterior
of the 719 type commuter train. For the interior,
completely new designs were applied. The townscape
of Aizu Wakamatsu and Urushi lacquer craftwork were
used as motifs. To help passengers enjoy fruit and
sweets from Fukushima in a comfortable setting, a
large counter and leather-covered sofas were placed
under the elegant lighting.
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Niigata City BRT Total Design
Niigata City
GK Sekkei, GK Industrial Design, GK Graphics

Total design for the Bus Rapid Transit (BRT) which is
being introduced by the Niigata city government to
connect the city center and suburbs of Niigata city by
re-organizing the existing bus routes. GK Sekkei, GK
Industrial Design, and GK Graphics were assigned to
design connecting trains, terminal stations to connect
suburban routes and BRT routes, BRT stations, symbol
color and logo. From the attractive setting sun of
Niigata, vermilion was chosen as a key color to give
the sense of unity to all elements. Our basic design
policy was to express clarity, comfort, locality, and
innovativeness.
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Signage for Shinagawa Season Terrace
NTT Urban Development, Taisei Corp., and NTT Facilities
GK Design Soken Hiroshima

Sign system for a large-scale complex construction proj-
ect with the theme of environmental compatibility. The
Shinagawa Season Terrace comprises office floors em-
ploying the highest-level environmentally friendly com-
ponents, a commercial zone and an adjacent 3.5 ha-wide
green space. Themes for the sign design were to “give
comfortable accents” and to “incorporate surrounding
environmental factors” in order to enhance the features
of the complex. Simple, high-quality signboards that are
cohesive with the architectural design were sought in the
design of signs for the external elements and atrium.
For the commercial space which leads to the green
space outside and consists of various types of shops, we
sought sign designs clearly reflecting the spatial features,
facilities and functions of that area of the complex.
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GK Tech: Ways of Working Free from One’s
Skills
Yosuke Magaki

Organization with no division by specialization
GK Tech is often seen as a firm specializing in
technology. This image is half right and half
wrong. Indeed, we have a body of specialists in
programming and circuit design, but this is only
one aspect of our strength.
GK Tech is a self-contained design firm able to
cover almost all design processes for manufac-
turing as follows:

- research

- planning

- software programming

- hardware programming

- circuit design

- case design

Members who specialize in one or more of the
different genres listed above work side by side.
Working in such an environment, we naturally
come in touch with the jargon or ways of pro-
cessing work of other specializations. By becom-
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ing familiar with various topics, the hurdle for
members to undertake a project outside their
specializations becomes low, and they are able to
expand the range of their expression quite easily.
This kind of experience is not something that we
can obtain through study meetings or conferenc-
es. Interaction with people of different fields oc-
curs in daily life without intention. Members be-
come well-versed in various design fields for
manufacturing and evolve into hybrid designers.
This working style is the defining characteristic
of GK Tech.

Capabilities to be engaged in various projects

The width of knowledge and practical skills of
members implies the diversity of projects under-
taken. For example, for exhibits in a science mu-
seum, we are engaged in the total process from
planning through producing and fabricating stag-
es. In other cases, we are assigned to design and
produce only a portion of the whole process (such
as planning of a special exhibit of a science muse-
um, software screen design, prototyping of ad-
vanced designs, etc.). The fields of our assign-
ments vary including, planning, designing, engi-
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Topics and technical words of various fields fly back
and forth in the office.
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Members become well versed in different fields, and
grow to be multifaceted persons.
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neering and so on, and the scale of our involve-
ment varies according to the size of the project.
Common to all assignments is that we can make
the most of our team’s knowledge to have an over-
view of the entire process. In taking part in a por-
tion of a project, our staff members, being familiar
with topics of various design genres, are helpful in
facilitating smooth communication among the
various people working together. Sometimes, the
ability of GK Tech staff to understand the inten-
tion of a producer from design drawings and con-
versations adds an important element.

Another feature is our capability to create the fi-
nal output both as a software and hardware piece.
Sometimes, a project intended to produce a PC
application evolves into a phase to produce a new
hardware piece in the process. The team at GK
Tech is able to respond to this kind of change. We
can flexibly avail ourselves to any types of output
without constraining the direction of the projects.

Exchanging viewpoints of different genres

We find it advantageous to stimulate one another
while working with members of different spe-
cializations in the same space. A member can act
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as a teacher in the areas in which he is knowl-
edgeable, while he can be a student in an area he
is less knowledgeable in. In this way, our staff
members are mutually upgrading their knowl-
edge and skills.

At the same time, this implies that there are situ-
ations where what is considered as a matter of
nature in one’s specialization cannot be easily
understood by others. We must take into ac-
count that in any conversation people with dif-
ferent backgrounds talk and understand with
different viewpoints. In situations like this,
members should expect and understand the dif-
ferences or gaps in comprehension, and try to ex-
plain matters specific to their specialization us-
ing expressions that can be easily grasped by oth-
ers. This “translation” ability is also required of
those on the listening side.

In order to generate new things, abilities to dis-
cover a new horizon, translate it into easily un-
derstandable terms, and actualize it are neces-
sary. Exchanging views across different special-
izations as part of our everyday practice func-
tions as a mechanism to keep us from assuming
things are a matter of course and causes us to
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As all the works from planning to prototyping are pro-
cessed within one office space, staff members can be
in touch with almost all processes in a natural manner.
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consistently question things that are assumed to
immutable fact. Our working scene itself is the
property of the organization.

Working style not being bound to skills
Nowadays, the meaning of “design” has been di-
versified, and designers work in different styles.
It is a professional way of life either to persist in
mastering in one field, or to be well versed in
many fields. Whichever one may choose, it is not
wise for each individual to be bound to the
framework of design or engineering that was es-
tablished by someone else, or to the skill that one
has acquired by chance.

The office environment of GK Tech can be lik-
ened to the Internet world. Various kinds of con-
tents (staff members) are present in a space, and
resources (knowledge and experience) are readi-
ly accessible. Freedom of changing the field of
expression is secured for every member. Free-
dom of this kind is the source of creativity of GK
Tech, and the culture that each member should
maintain.

Yosuke Magaki, GK Tech
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Group photo after the conference. From left, Ekat-
erina, interpreter, Asada, Tatiana at St. Petersburg
State University of Culture, old friend of Ekuan, Prof.
Ivanov (SPbPU), the key person of the conference,
Inoue and Yogo .

6th Eco Design International Conference
2015
Satoshi Inoue

The 6th Eco Design International Conference
2015 was held in the old capital of St. Peters-
burg in Russia on May 28 and 29, 2015.
From GK, Takehiko Yogo, executive director
of GK Dynamics, Eiki Asada, executive direc-
tor of GK Sekkei and myself attended the con-
ference. The organizer of the conference is
SPbPU or Peter the Great St. Petersburg Poly-
technic University which is well known for
their concentrated studies of physics, math-
ematics, industrial engineering and space engi-
neering. GK agreed on the prospectus of the
conference, and has participated since the
beginning.

Program of Eco Design Conference

The conference began with the opening
address by vice-president Dmitry G. Arseniev,
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followed by a message presented by GK presi-
dent Kozo Yamada by conference call, and a
memorial ceremony for the late GK chairman
Kenji Ekuan who passed away in February
this year.

In a serene atmosphere, a lecture session
followed. I presented “Kyoto Station Building
Project — Provision of information on initia-
Yogo
presented “Relations between People and
Things — Design to develop attachment
between users and products” proposing that

tives for environmental issues.”

we no longer carelessly produce unnecessary
things, and Asada, “Taking-off Architecture”
proposing construction methods that would
impose the minimum load on nature while
explaining GK research outcomes.

Impressive among the 18 lectures given in the
two-day conference were “Web-data visualiza-
tion for climate change” by Paolo Ciuccarelli
(Milan) attempting various views on the web-
sites on global warming, “Go Global” by K.V.
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Ecological design: Main points and roles” by M.V. Pan-
kina.
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Cityscape of St. Petersburg under warm sunlight.

Diodorova (SPbPU) reporting easy-to-measure
air pollution conducted by his students using
stencils, and “Ecological Design: main points
and roles” by M.V. Pankina (Russian State
Vocational Pedagogical University) outlining
essential points of ecological design. Although
not closely related with ecological design, a
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One of the outcomes of “Go Global.” Dirt on a white
board. The form of a church is stenciled and pasted

on it and is kept at a place for several days. By plac-

ing the board in some cities simultaneously, the
status of air pollution can be easily compared.

presentation on “Jacob Chernicoff,” architect
and graphic designer from Ukraine, and a
report on the activities of St. Petersburg State
Library for the Blind and Visually Impaired by
V. V. Speranskaya were interesting.

In general, presentations and opinion
exchanges were carried out in a pragmatic
manner. [ wondered if interest in ecology had
declined in the past few years. Was it because
no feasible measures for solving ecological
problems had been found? Then, I realized
the importance of addressing ecological issues
continuously from diverse angles and across
different generations. The conference gave me
an opportunity to recognize this.

Significance of person-to-person exchange

St. Petersburg is a man-made city by Pyotr the
first in 1703. May 27, the day we arrived,
happened to be the commemorative day of its
foundation. People there seemed to be enjoy-
ing the holiday leisurely under the warm air
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and still long day light even past 10 o’ clock
after the long winter.

People in St. Petersburg can enjoy life with
artistic excellence in music, art, ballet, litera-
ture and so on. It has a beautiful cityscape
with buildings in turquoise blue and pale
green, and beautiful gardens. We heard that
the enchantment of the city is deeply related to
its long winter. Although our stay was limited,
we were touched with the charm of the city.
Moreover, we learned a lot through interacting
with Russian people who yearned for Western
Europe, praised Pyotr the first, enjoyed nights
under the midnight sun, had special sentiments
toward their kitchens and fireplaces, and were
unexpectedly pro-Japanese. The trip made us
think about historic facts and international
situations behind various happenings. It was a
precious experience we gained only through
cultural exchange on the private level, which
we can hardly gain through business trips or
private tours.
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Survey on the colors of buildings in St. Petersburg by
SPbPU students Turquoise blue and pale green are
the image of the colors of the sky on fine days. Gold
is also favored.
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Summer Palace of Pyotr the first. Garden with foun-
tains here and there.

We thank those concerned who have sup-
ported the conference, and hope that personal
exchange will continue and expand with eco-
design as a catalyst.

Satoshi Inoue, vice-president, GK Kyoto

GK Report No.29 29



Topics

. BAEESRASR BEARY MR

BABRRMBIRD SED > LAXEVPEGRET. BRE
SREBET MRy MERWTHES W,

NIRERZBHEEFSTIE., HHAXNEY=S
OHFHERKZHBMCBWEBIREEIF—H16H13H
(1) ICHTERMMENPOBEHE L Y ¥ — CHESI .
FHPEER. 2013FE R ICHAREME CREI N
TR A BEER & GKOHR—RIH< ) BOLERERE
BYL, REERNICENIIRETH D, #Eldg
ABEASAICEF BRI 220D &) EBL. BRE
KEREDPD EDHISBLEHVWEBEDERERATE
FhF. SE &ERBBERRRZT > /.

6A19H(®) IKid. AUKIREREBHIBEATY
1 > HVoice of Design Forum A=A > XT8X
BERTYS | V=¥ LAV DERREHRL
=HIARETHEL I, SBEFEATTbNIZDT7 4 —
FAiE, WARZGKTY 1 VS EARIRELRD
EER#ELLTEMUL., HRIFVDEDTERW—
—TYAVDER, EEYBTILEYT—YaryT B
RADS DIENN B RBEICEABRRNIEELLE
BittR) ZXFL. AORENEHE UTIEEDH R,
SADOPEZEHZZEY. NEORRGZH T 1Y
DHOHEREUI7A4B (1), 11(L) 188 (L) Tl
NRTY 1 V2R EHO LBREXEEMAFE TIER
BERETY A VOWER, BT ZBETEONFEE
MRS NI, BAZICERIEBOEREISZHD
GKXYN—HZE UL, M BEEEULTEHEREDL>
TW3, RBEF. AAPFROEEINRKDEEZ D,
FARBEREEZFLE LYy YRI D LAY E I F—THER
TN, BABERDOTYA YV OMREZHFGRANSE
BT,

Memorial Events in honor of the late Chairman
Kenji Ekuan

Memorial events commemorating the memory of the
late Chairman Ekuan were held by the organizations
in which Kenji Ekuan had been involved from their
foundations.

Forum Douguology for which Ekuan served as the
first chairperson conducted a memorial seminar on
June 13 at Shinjuku NPO Cooperation Promotion
Center. The lecturer at this seminar was Naotoshi
Noda, curator of the Setagaya Art Museum, who suc-
cessfully organized the exhibition, “The World of
Kenji Ekuan and GK Design Group - Soaring High in
the Sky” in summer 2013 at the museum. Noda’ s
presentation, “Two things | missed the opportunity
to ask Mr. Ekuan,” revealed two questions that came
to mind in the midst of discussions with Ekuan, and
exchanged views on these questions with the audi-
ence.

On June 19, the Japan Institute of Design, for which
Kenji Ekuan acted as the initial president, held a
Voice of Design Forum “Opinions” at La Maison
Franco-Japonaise in Tokyo. The theme of this meet-
ing was “Criticizing design from Kenji Ekuan’ s view-
point - Exploring the Future of Social Design.” At the
roundtable discussion, Kozo Yamada, president of
the GK Design Group participated as a topic present-
er. “The world is not one — The true role of design-
ers” he compared the world view of modern people
with the world of Dougu that chairman Ekuan con-
ceived. He then proposed that we should learn about
the human mind and ways of living from the world of
Dougu that is created by human desires, and consid-
er design as a way to draw the future image of hu-
mans. On three consecutive Saturdays, July 4, 11
and 18, extension memorial sessions were held
under the title of the “World of Kenji Ekuan and De-
sign” at Shizuoka University of Art and Culture.
Chairman Ekuan served as the first dean of the De-
sign Faculty, and many GK members were involved
in the establishment of the university and worked as
teachers after its inception. The sessions of sympo-
sia and seminars by professors included a lecture by
President Isao Kumakura. They considered the world
of design of Kenji Ekuan from diverse perspectives.
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Lecture by Kozo Yamada, President of GK De-
sign Group

Kozo Yamada, president of GK Design Group, gave a
special lecture at the 244th seminar by Chingin Kanri
Kenkyusho Co., Ltd. held at Hatsumei Kaikan, Tokyo,
on June 3, 2015. In his lecture titled “Building the
future as conceived by designers — Concepts and
activities of the GK Design Group in the past 63
years,” he introduced designs by the group, giving a
broad overview on the changes that have occurred in
the life and values of the Japanese people from the
end of WWII to date, and the role of designs to enrich
people’ s life. He further proposed values for the
future, and explained that conception from a design
point of view could be a powerful source of richness
in life showing a number of examples.
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“MT-07" and “Smart Care household electric
appliances” won the Red Dot Award

Yamaha MT-07 large motorcycle designed by GK Dy-
namics, and “Smart Care household electric appli-
ance” produced by Hier Group of China, and de-
signed by GK Shanghai won the Product Award of
the authoritative Red Dot Award 2015 sponsored by
the Design Zentrum Norhrhein Westfalen, Germany.
The “MT-07" further was granted “Best of the Best”
award. For the year, 81 entries were selected for this
award from among 5000 applications. The awarding
ceremony was held on June 29, 2015 at the Aalto
Theater in Essen. Atsushi Ichijo, CEO of GK Dynam-
ics and Kazumasa Sasanami, the designer of MT-07
attended the ceremony and received the trophy be-
fore 1200 participants from 40 countries.

Yamaha MT-07 also won the iF Design Award 2015 in
the Product Category by the Industry Forum Design
Hannover. Yamaha won the same award for its
MT-09 also in 2014.
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International Design Conference “Eco Design
2015"

The International Design Conference “Eco Design
2015” was held in Saint Petersburg in Russia from
May 28 to 30, 2015. From the GK Design Group,
Satoshi Inoue, vice-president of GK Kyoto, Takehiko
Yogo, executive director of GK Dynamics, and Eiki
Asada, executive director of GK Sekkei participated in
the conference. This international design conference
was initiated in 2002 by the Eco Design Organizing
Committee organized by Saint Petersburg State
Polytechnical University as a main player. The
theme of the conference was “Monitoring global
environmental issues through the media and graphic
design” and included plenary sessions, workshops,
an international student competition, and an
exhibition. Participants in the 6th conference this
year represented Russia and Finland and 9 other
countries in Europe, and the USA and Japan. Since
Kenji Ekuan was appointed as chairman for Japan in
the first organizing committee, GK Design Group has
sent its members every year. They presented
projects and proposals related to Eco Design to
promote design activities and exchange with the
Russian design community.
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In the previous issue, | mentioned the two-sided quality (materiality
and emotionality) of dougu. | did intend to not imply that emotionality
resides in dougu, rather, | was referring to the tendency of humans to
attribute emotional values in their relations with dougu. Thoughts that
humans have toward dougu are values that are felt to exist between
humans and dougu (relationship) and this concept of relationship is
thought to be an aspect specific to human intelligence.

However, in recent years, intellectual faculties have been proven to not
belong exclusively to humans. Because of the advancement of
artificial intelligence, the use of dougu pieces which imitate human
intellectual activities is becoming increasingly common. While
enjoying the convenience of such dougu, however, the prediction that
their abilities will eventually surpass human intellectual abilities gives
us a sense of anxiety that soon we too may be controlled by dougu.
Ray Kurzweil, an authority in artificial intelligence studies, suggests
that “technological singularity,” the point when computers will exceed
human intelligence, will arrive in 2045. Will the future of the two-sided
quality of dougu be a future when dougu themselves will be equipped
with emotionality?

It is certain that dougu with artificial intelligence will surpass human
abilities in information processing. But intellectual faculties are not
limited to the capacity for information processing alone. Human
mental activities involve a rich range of emotions extending far
beyond information processing. Now that the status of human
intellectuality is shaken by the advancement of artificial intelligence,
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Dougu-Culture Crossroad

Hisaya Shimizu, Managing Director, Dougu-Culture Institute

11. Douguology of Desire

we must re-examine the base of the concept of the relationship of
emotional aspects of dougu.

What humans have but artificial intelligence does not, is desires.
Because humans have desires, we seek to preserve ourselves, and try
to reproduce. Because of our desires, we seek pleasure, we want to
have things, and try to interact with others. It is here where creative
activities emerge and culture is developed. Through the effort to
respond to these desires humans can enjoy richness in life. Desires
are emotions that arise as our minds seek pleasure, and they are the
source of our developing the intention to approach the creation and
use of objects in the search for a better application in living.

In order to re-construct a rich relationship between humans and dougu
in the age when artificial intelligence is going to trigger a new
industrial revolution, we should focus on the action of human desires,
and design ways to lead our intentionality into making things of value.
In order to enable dougu in the cyber- age to become a partner with
humans in developing an emotionally rich culture, without attaching
too much importance to efficiency and convenience on dougu, it is
now necessary to have douguology to explain the relationship
between humans and dougu from the perspective of human desires.
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Editor’s Note

Thisissue of GK Reportis devoted to the late chairman Kenji Ekuan who
passed away on February 8,2015. People who knew him well, profes-
sionally and personally, contributed their thoughts to this issue. From
their messages filled with fond memories, we can see the late chairman’s
warm personality. Above all, GK members were deeply moved to learn
the anecdotes of our chairman in his younger days. We extend our deep

gratitude to the contributors of memorial messages. I cherish my

memory of the late chairman and pray for the repose of his soul.
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